August Birthdays August Anniversaries

6 | Dan Greene 16 | Margo & Dan Greene
7 | Richard Pedrie 27 | Nita & Ron Hansen
9 | Carole Smith

August 2, 2026
Greeters: Len Gates ‘ Terry Reader
Announcements: Terry Reader

13 | Isaac Davis

Song Leader:

Kelly Beek

21 | Jonah Davis

Opening Prayer:

Stacey Moss

22 | Marilyn Bartlow

Closing Prayer:

Terry Reader

26 | Marian Like

Lord’s Table:

Paul Cunningham

Len Gates

29 | Toni Gates

Stanten Sikes

Dan Greene

Coordinator:

Stacey Moss

Mission Work Areas
Quito, Ecuador
Mazatlan, Mexico
Reitoca & San Carlos, Honduras

New Prayer Requests

Craig Isham — has been released from the hospital and is recovering. He has
returned to work. Please keep him, Amy and all of the family in your prayers.

Stanten Sikes — has been diagnosed with prostate cancer that has spread into
bone, spine and some lymph nodes. He has begun the hormone therapy and
will begin chemotherapy treatments soon. Please keep him and Colleen in your
prayers.

lan & Linda Stewart — as they prepare for their move to Florida, please keep
them in your prayers during this time of change.

Don Cox — back problems. Saw the doctor here in Colorado and has decided to
wait until they go back to Amarillo for surgery. Please keep him and Glenda in
your prayers.

Melissa Waigle (Fulton’s daughter) — her cancer has reoccurred. Not sure what
is to come yet. Please keep her and the family in your prayers.

Long Term Prayer List

Stanten Sikes Richard Pedrie

Linda & lan Stewart Greg Pyle

Gary Stewart Linda Reader — cancer follow-ups
Marilyn Bartlow Betty & Danny Sidebottom
Marian Like Linda Beek — hip & back problems

Patricia Bulmer (Scott’s mom) Teresa & John Grady — various issues

Kelly Mortensen (Toni G’s dad)—
kidney cancer

Lola Gates (Len’s mom) — recovering
from her fall — will likely have surgery

Stanten Sikes
lan Stewart
Terry Reader

Stacey Moss
Ken Davis
Kelly Beek
Len Gates

Elders

(719) 207-0629
(720) 878-2919
(719) 427-7141

Deacons

(719) 207-0588
(719) 748-8654
(719) 342-5856
(719) 207-0039

If you have bulletin information or updates, please send them to Terry

or Linda Reader
e Terry's contact
e Lindd's contact

(719) 427-7141
(928) 965-5708

+dr1960@yahoo.com
Intreader@myctl.net

Mountain View
CHURCH OF CHRIST

When you visit us...

You can expect to find your friendly neighbor, assembled to
worship God the Father, and proclaim the love and grace He has
given to us; and remember Jesus, the Christ, our example—our
Savior. We will strive always to provoke love and good deeds of
one another.

As in the 1st Century New Testament Church, our worship to
God is simple - without mankind’s rituals. You will find a
wholesome respect for the Word of God as inspired by the Holy
Spirit. We study only the Holy Scriptures—no human creeds will
be used by us.

In addition to the worship of our Creator, we strive to fulfill
our Savior’s stated plan for us by sharing His Gospel message
with this community and throughout the world.

Sermons every Sunday will be based wholly upon the Word
of God. They will be Christ - centered and Biblically based so we
can develop a deepening relationship with God through our
understanding and personal involvement with Him and His truth
in our everyday life.

August 2, 2026

Minister of the Word — Steve Byrne
P.O. Box 1479 * 16310 County Road 306 * Buena Vista, CO
81211
(719) 395-8753 * email: mvccbv81@gmail.com
www.mountainviewchurchofchrist.org

Sunday
10:00 am ....Bible Class
11:00 am.....Assembly
Noon............ Fellowship Meal
1:30 pm.......Devotional

Wednesday
7:00 pm.....Devotional
or Bible Class


mailto:mvccbv81@gmail.com
mailto:tdr1960@yahoo.com

What the Rich Young Ruler Got Right

Eric Hamilton

Three of the gospels relate a story about a man who came to ask Jesus a
guestion. Matthew (19:16-26) says he was young. Luke (18:18-27) says he
was a ruler. All three Gospels (including Mark 10:17-27) tell us he was rich.
This rich young ruler asks Jesus his question, then leaves sad because he
cannot let go of his wealth. The common way to expound upon the story
is to focus on what the man did wrong, but it occurred to me that the rich
young ruler isn’t all wrong. In fact, he gets many things right.

First, he had the humility to ask.

People with money, status, and youth are not always first to admit they
need help. Yet the rich young ruler who has all three comes to and asks
Jesus a serious question: “Teacher, what must | do to inherit eternal life?”

Just calling Jesus “Teacher” already signals something. He is admitting he
does not have this figured out. He is seeking out an answer. It's
reminiscent of the Ethiopian in Acts 8, reading Isaiah and unable to make
sense of it. When Philip asks if he understands, he answers honestly:
“How can |, unless someone guides me?” (Acts 8:30-31) The rich young
ruler shows a similar spirit.

That kind of humility is harder than it sounds. Plenty of us struggle to ask
for directions. Asking often means admitting we are lost, or at least unsure
where we are headed. This man sets that pride aside. Jeremiah
10:23 remarks that it is not in us to direct our own steps. The first right
step is often saying, “I do not know, but | want to.

Second, he went to the right place for help.

Wanting help is one thing. Knowing where to take the question is
another. Mark 10:17 notes that the young man came running to Jesus. He
came to the one who could actually answer it.

That matters because a genuine question is not the same as a trap.
In Matthew 19:3, Pharisees tested Jesus, hoping for a “gotcha” moment.
The rich young ruler is different. He is not trying to win an argument. From
all indications in the text, his question was genuine.

A lot of people know something is off in their lives. They feel the weight,
then look in all the wrong places for relief. Jesus still holds out the same
invitation in Matthew 11:28-30: “Come to me, all who labor and are heavy
laden...take my yoke upon you, and learn from me...” He is not asking us
to clean ourselves up first. He is asking us to come as we are, where we
are. The young ruler got that part right.

Third, he cared about eternal life.

The rich young ruler did not say, “What must | do to be happy?” or “How
do | get everything | want right now?” He asked about eternal life. He
wanted something that reaches beyond this world. This man already had
a lot of what people chase—wealth, status, youth. Still, he sensed there
had to be more.

There is nothing shallow about wanting certainty on a question like that.
In 2 Peter 1:5-10, Peter talks about adding to our faith and making our
calling and election sure. Our interests seem to so easily shrink to the next
deadline or distraction. The rich young ruler’s question casts aside the
distractions and gets to what is most important: what about life that does
not end?

Fourth, he understood that a response was required.

He did not ask what he should merely believe, or what religious feeling he
should chase. He asked what he should do. That is the same impulse you
hear on Pentecost when the crowd asks, “What shall we do?” (Acts 2:37),
and from Saul on the Damascus road: “Lord, what shall | do?” (Acts 22:10).
Faith that never moves is not the faith the New Testament
describes. James 2:26 is blunt: “faith without works is dead.” The young
man grasped that eternal life involves a real response to God.

Jesus points him to the commandments. The young man claims he has
kept the commandments from his youth. Jesus then puts a finger on the
one thing that has a hold on him: “sell what you have, give to the poor,
and come follow me” (Matthew 19:21). The issue is not checking boxes on
a moral list. The issue is whether God comes first. His wealth had become
the rival. When Jesus asks him to loosen his grip, he cannot do it. He walks
away grieving, choosing treasure he can count over treasure he cannot
yet see.

That is the part we should not imitate. Even here the story asks a quiet
question: if Jesus sat across from me, what would he name as the one
thing keeping me from eternal life? It might not be money. It might be
control, reputation, comfort, or a habit we have long made peace with.
Jesus said we cannot serve two masters (Matthew 6:24). There is no
cafeteria version of following him where we take only what we like and
leave the rest. He asks for the whole heart.

So what do we do with a story like this? We can admire the young man’s
start without repeating his finish. Humility to ask. The wisdom to bring the
question to Jesus. A real hunger for eternal life. A willingness to act, not
only to agree. Those are worthy of emulation.

The ending does not have to be sorrow. In Acts 8, after Philip explains the
good news, the Ethiopian responds differently than the rich young ruler
and asks what prevents him from being baptized. He believes, is baptized,
and “went on his way rejoicing” (Acts 8:39). He had the same initial
openness to truth, yet a very different outcome. As Jesus told his disciples
in this same account, with people some things look impossible, “but with
God all things are possible” (Matthew 19:26).

If the rich young ruler’s question has been sitting in the back of your mind
too, you are in good company. Bring it to the right Teacher. Ask honestly.
Be ready for an answer that may ask something of you. And know that the
one who invites you to come is also the one who can give rest,
forgiveness, and a future that does not end.
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We mvn‘e you to s‘ray for‘ our Weekly

Fellowship Lunch & Afternoon Devotionall
We hope you'll stay and eat, fellowship and worship with
us immediately following morning services.

For your calendar......

Weekly Fellowship Luncheon Sunday — 12:00 Noon

Singing Night August 5

Ladies Bible Study August 7 —-11:00 AM

Birthday Party for Marybeth Sept. 5—1:00-3:00PM

Ron Hansen Memorial Sept. 28 —10:00 AM
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