May Birthdays May Anniversaries

June 14, 2026

2 | Mia Davis 22 | Colleen & Stanten Sikes

6 | Lincoln Gates

11 | Margie Miller

16 | Terry Reader

31 | Linda Stewart

Greeters: Len Gates ‘ Terry Reader
Announcements: Stanten Sikes

Song Leader: Dan Greene

Opening Prayer: Len Gates

Closing Prayer:

Stanten Sikes

Lord’s Table:

Len Gates Stacey Moss

Jim Richards Terry Reader

Coordinator:

Kelly Beek

Mission Work Areas
Quito, Ecuador
Mazatlan, Mexico
Reitoca & San Carlos, Honduras

New Prayer Requests

Stanten Sikes — has been diagnosed with prostate cancer. He will have a PET
scan at the end of June and then a treatment plan will be determined. Please
keep him and Colleen in your prayers.

Terry Reader — will have a prostate surgery on July 7. Please keep him and Linda
in your prayers

Don Cox — back problems. Saw the doctor here in Colorado and has decided to
wait until they go back to Amarillo for sugery. Please keep him and Glenda in
your prayers.

Melissa Waigle (Fulton’s daughter) — her cancer has reoccurred. Not sure what
is to come yet. Please keep her and the family in your prayers.

Long Term Prayer List

Stanten Sikes

Richard Pedrie

Linda & lan Stewart Greg Pyle

Gary Stewart Ron Hansen

Marilyn Bartlow Betty & Danny Sidebottom
Marian Like Linda Beek — hip & back problems

Patricia Bulmer (Scott’s mom)

Teresa & John Grady — various issues

Stanten Sikes
lan Stewart
Terry Reader

Stacey Moss
Ken Davis
Kelly Beek
Len Gates

Elders
(719) 207-0629
(720) 878-2919
(719) 427-7141

Deacons
(719) 207-0588
(719) 748-8654
(719) 342-5856
(719) 207-0039

Kelly Mortensen (Toni G’s dad)—

kidney cancer

Lola Gates (Len’s mom) — recovering
from her fall — will likely have surgery

Linda Reader — cancer follow-ups

If you have bulletin information or updates, please send them to Terry

or Linda Reader
e Terry's contact
e Lindd's contact

(719) 427-7141
(928) 965-5708

+dr1960@yahoo.com
Intreader@myctl.net

Mountain View
CHURCH OF CHRIST

When you visit us...

You can expect to find your friendly neighbor, assembled to
worship God the Father, and proclaim the love and grace He has
given to us; and remember Jesus, the Christ, our example—our
Savior. We will strive always to provoke love and good deeds of
one another.

As in the 1st Century New Testament Church, our worship to
God is simple - without mankind’s rituals. You will find a
wholesome respect for the Word of God as inspired by the Holy
Spirit. We study only the Holy Scriptures—no human creeds will
be used by us.

In addition to the worship of our Creator, we strive to fulfill
our Savior’s stated plan for us by sharing His Gospel message
with this community and throughout the world.

Sermons every Sunday will be based wholly upon the Word
of God. They will be Christ - centered and Biblically based so we
can develop a deepening relationship with God through our
understanding and personal involvement with Him and His truth
in our everyday life.

June 7, 2026

Minister of the Word — Steve Byrne
P.O. Box 1479 * 16310 County Road 306 * Buena Vista, CO
81211
(719) 395-8753 * email: mvccbv81@gmail.com
www.mountainviewchurchofchrist.org

Sunday Wednesday
10:00 am ....Bible Class 7:00 pm.....Devotional
11:00 am.....Assembly or Bible Class
Noon............ Fellowship Meal
1:30 pm.......Devotional


mailto:mvccbv81@gmail.com
mailto:tdr1960@yahoo.com

These People Have a Water Fixation
Greg Chandler

A recent post on the necessity of water baptism for salvation made the
rounds through the social-media-verse. Set up in clear terms with the
necessary supporting Bible passages included, the author presented a
compelling case. As is typical with such posts, the comments section was
filled with arguments from those both supporting and opposing this
teaching. Various arguments and Bible passages on grace and faith were
cited to disprove the idea; however, one comment stood out above the
others. It stated, “These people have a water fixation.” There were no
supporting arguments to back this conclusion, nor were there any
scriptural references attached. The comment was clearly designed to
make those who profess this belief sound deranged for reaching such a
conclusion.

As a believer in the necessity of water baptism, this statement was of
great interest. After pondering it for several days, a rather shocking
conclusion was reached: If the commenter is at all familiar with the Bible,
he or she would have to admit that God also has a “water fixation.” A
reader need only read the first two verses of the Bible before divining
water, as God describes His Spirit hovering over it (Genesis 1:2). From
there, water continues to flow through Eden, the salvation of Noah, the
Red Sea, the Jordan, a struck rock, and numerous other references in both
the Old and New Testaments. Indeed, the theme of water runs deep in
the pages of God’s word.

With a good working knowledge of this water theme, belief in the
necessity of baptism is a logical conclusion. New Testament writers
understood this and harkened back to major Old Testament water events
as supporting evidence of baptism’s necessity. After discussing the flood
of Noah’s day, the Apostle Peter wrote, “Baptism, which corresponds to
this, now saves you” (| Peter 3:21). As the Apostle Paul prepared to warn
readers not to fall into the temptations that plagued ancient Israel, he
described their Red Sea crossing like this: “Our fathers were all under the
cloud, and all passed through the sea, and all were baptized into Moses
in the cloud and in the sea” (I Corinthians 10:1-2). Had any lIsraelite
professed belief in God but refused to pass through the waters, there
would have been no hope of salvation from Pharaoh’s army. Salvation
through baptism continues this vital theme of passing through the waters.

Strong evidence is supplied in the book of Acts for the necessity of
baptism. In the first gospel sermon after the resurrection of Jesus, Peter
stood before the crowds and proclaimed, “Repent and be baptized every
one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins, and
you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit” (Acts 2:38). Three thousand
people immediately heeded the apostle’s words. Luke, the author of Acts,
follows this with several conversion vignettes involving men and women,
Jew and Gentile, rich and poor. Regardless of gender, ethnicity, or
circumstance, all were baptized. God’s “water fixation” is purposeful; He
wants it known that obedience to this command is essential.

With the above in mind, is there anything for believers in salvation
through water baptism to learn from the commenter’s terse words?
Truthfully, great lessons can be learned from one’s harshest critics. Most
churches that profess belief in baptism’s necessity have a tradition of
offering “the Lord’s invitation” at every assembly. For certain, baptism will
be included in each presentation, as it certainly should be. Still, there is
the danger of teaching baptism to the neglect of other essential ideas
concerning salvation. The grace of God must be a central theme in any
salvation teaching, for without it, there is no salvation (Ephesians 2:5).
This means boldly asserting belief that Jesus Christ is the Son of God
(Romans 10:9-10). The necessity of faith is essential because it is
impossible to attain salvation without the confidence that God exists, is
right, and must be obeyed (Ephesians 2:8). As noted earlier, the change
of heart associated with repentance is mandatory (Acts 2:38). Baptism
must be neither exalted nor excluded. For the believer, it is the time that
the grace of God is bestowed; the time that faith in God is demonstrated;
the time that sins are washed away (Acts 22:16).

The above ideas must not only be taught, but also fully accepted by those
desiring salvation. Far from “the final act of salvation,” baptism is the
beginning, as one is “raised in newness of life” (Romans 6:4). It is the
beginning of a life with God that will not end at death but will instead
continue eternally with Him.

Blessed is the one who has a “salvation fixation!” Cleansed in the waters
of baptism by the grace of God; faithful in becoming more like Jesus Christ
each day; hopeful of the eternal union promised by this magnificent
Savior.

Then Philip opened his mouth, and beginning with this Scripture he told
him the good news about Jesus. And as they were going along the road
they came to some water, and the eunuch said, “See, here is water! What
prevents me from being baptized?” — Acts 8:35-36

/ Ian & Linda Stewart \

Going Away
Sunday, June 14

There will be a "Going Away” celebration for Ian &
Linda as they prepare to leave Buena Vista and move to
Florida to be near family at the end of June.

We will have a more organized potluck on that day as
well as wishing them well on their new adventure.

Please see Ruth Byrne or Linda Beek to sign up to help

with this.

Fire & lce Celebration

At the

July 4%
6:00 PM
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AMERICAN BY THE GRACE OF GOD

Church Building

= bring a dessert & a chair

We invite you to stay for our Weekly

Fellowship Lunch & Afternoon Devotional!
We hope you'll stay and eat, fellowship and worship with
us immediately following morning services.

For your calendar......

Weekly Fellowship Luncheon

Sunday — 12:00 Noon

lan & Linda Stewart — Going Away

Sunday, June 14 - Noon

Singing Night

July 1

Ladies Bible Study

June 3-11:00 AM

July 4t - Fire & Ice Celebration

Saturday, July 4 —6:00 PM
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