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When you visit us… 

You can expect to find your friendly neighbor, assembled to  
worship God the Father, and proclaim the love and grace He has 
given to us; and remember Jesus, the Christ, our example—our 
Savior.  We will strive always to provoke love and good deeds of 
one another. 

As in the 1st Century New Testament Church, our worship to 
God is simple - without mankind’s rituals.  You will find a 
wholesome respect for the Word of God as inspired by the Holy 
Spirit. We study only the Holy Scriptures—no human creeds will 
be used by us.  

In addition to the worship of our Creator, we strive to fulfill 
our Savior’s stated plan for us by sharing His Gospel message 
with this community and throughout the world.   

Sermons every Sunday will be based wholly upon the Word 
of God.  They will be Christ - centered and Biblically based so we 
can develop a deepening relationship with God through our 
understanding and personal involvement with Him and His truth 
in our everyday life. 
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Minister of the Word – Steve Byrne 
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 Sunday                          Wednesday 
10:00 am ….Bible Class  7:00 pm…..Devotional                  
11:00 am…..Assembly                       or Bible Class              
Noon…………Fellowship Meal                                                                                                                
1:30 pm…….Devotional                                                                                                                
 

May 31, 2026 
Greeters: Len Gates Terry Reader 

Announcements:  Terry Reader 

Song Leader: Kelly Beek 

Opening Prayer:  Jim Richards 

Closing Prayer:  Len Gates 

Lord’s Table:  Dan Greene Kelly Beek 

 Gene Petersen Paul Cunningham 

Coordinator:  Len Gates 

 

Mission Work Areas 
Quito, Ecuador  

 
 
 
 

Mazatlán, Mexico 
Reitoca & San Carlos, Honduras 

 

Elders 
Stanten Sikes (719) 207-0629 
Ian Stewart (720) 878-2919 
Terry Reader (719) 427-7141 

    
Deacons 

Stacey Moss (719) 207-0588 
Ken Davis (719) 748-8654 
Kelly Beek (719) 342-5856 
Len Gates (719) 207-0039 
  
  
  
  
  

 

If you have bulletin information or updates, please send them to Terry 

or Linda Reader 

 Terry’s contact       (719) 427-7141 tdr1960@yahoo.com  

 Linda’s contact        (928) 965-5708 lntreader@myctl.net 

  
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May Birthdays May Anniversaries 

2 Mia Davis 22 Colleen & Stanten Sikes 

6 Lincoln Gates   

11 Margie Miller   

16 Terry Reader   

31 Linda Stewart   

    

    

    

    

 

New Prayer Requests 
Stanten Sikes – dealing with some more medical issues. Please keep him and 
Colleen in your prayers.  
Terry Reader – will have a prostate surgery on July 7. Please keep him and Linda 
in your prayers 
Don Cox – back problems. Saw the doctor here in Colorado and has decided to 
wait until they go back to Amarillo for sugery. Please keep him and Glenda in 
your prayers.  
Melissa Waigle (Fulton’s daughter) – her cancer has reoccurred. Not sure what 
is to come yet. Please keep her and the family in your prayers.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Long Term Prayer List 
Stanten Sikes  Richard Pedrie 
Linda & Ian Stewart Greg Pyle 
Gary Stewart Ron Hansen 
Marilyn Bartlow Betty & Danny Sidebottom 
Marian Like Linda Beek – hip & back problems 
Patricia Bulmer (Scott’s mom) Teresa & John Grady – various issues 
Kelly Mortensen (Toni G’s dad)– 
kidney cancer  

Lola Gates (Len’s mom) – recovering 
from her fall – will likely have surgery 

Linda Reader – cancer follow-ups  
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Leah, the Psalmists and Thankful Praise 
Greg Chandler 

To label the family of Jacob as dysfunctional is an understatement. 
Through his father-in-law’s duplicity, the trickster Jacob was outwitted 
when he was given not only his beloved Rachel but also her sister, 
Leah, as wives. The biblical account of Leah is a sad one, as she was 
the unloved wife vying for her husband’s affection. While her sister 
remained barren, Leah, able to bear children, believed this would 
finally win her husband’s love. The statements she made upon the 
births of her first three sons bear this out: “The Lord has looked upon 
my affliction, for now my husband will love me” (Genesis 29:32); “the 
Lord has heard that I am hated” (33); “now this time my husband will 
be attached to me” (34). Despite ensuring Jacob a patriarchal heritage, 
Leah remained in her unloved position. 

With the birth of her fourth son, a change seems to have taken place 
in her attitude. Naming him Judah, she stated, “This time I will praise 
the Lord” (35). The word translated as praise in this statement is 
translated elsewhere in the Old Testament as thanks. With this son, 
there was no pining for her husband’s affection; instead, there was a 
proclamation of thankful praise to the Lord for his birth. Remarkably, 
it was through this son’s lineage that God sent His Son to be thankfully 
received by all who seek salvation! 

What happened to Leah’s thinking at this point in her life? Though the 
text does not elaborate, it reveals the ongoing rivalry between the 
sisters. Still, it is worth meditating on a moment when a woman who 
surely struggled with feelings of inferiority, neglect, and melancholy 
recognized that there is a God who loves her. When this pervaded her 
thoughts, thanksgiving brightened the dark corners of her heart. The 
same can be true for anyone. 

Leah’s experience of finding peace through gratitude is echoed in the 
broader biblical narrative. Many of the psalms were also written in 
times of difficulty. With either personal or national calamity at hand, 
the psalmists cry out for God’s help. Interestingly, in the midst of the 
gloom, these hymnists took time to rehearse the good things God had 
done. A good example of this is found in the beloved 23rd Psalm, with 
David writing, “You prepare a table before me in the presence of my 
enemies; you anoint my head with oil; my cup overflows” (5). Other 
psalms list the great deeds God accomplished for His people. A pattern 
emerges in the psalms that when desperation threatens to 
overwhelm, the occasion should be taken to thank God for all He has 
done. Like Leah, they turned their attention upward. 

The wisdom of thanking God in times of sadness or difficulty is 
profound. It first takes attention off the earthly plane and re-centers 
it in the throne room of Heaven. Such grand thoughts can put 
problems in perspective. While a difficulty can drain one of zeal and 
spirituality, thoughts of the King in His royal splendor can restore 
confidence that nothing outside of one’s own choosing can separate 
this kingly Father from His children. It is also a reminder that this 
Father cares. Listing the blessings He has provided and thanking Him 
for times of past help serves as a tremendous reminder that He will 
help with the current difficulties.  As Leah observed, this can bring 
peace to a troubled soul. 

The challenge is putting this proven strategy into practice. Perhaps a 
month of almost total immersion would help. Since November is a 
month assigned to national thanksgiving, it might prove to be a good 
month for personal thanksgiving. How would my life change if every 
personal prayer for the remainder of November dwelt on nothing but 
thanking God for what He has done for me? Alternatively, every time 
I ask God for His help, I could thank Him for three things He has already 
done for me. Such a commitment would set a course for steady and 
consistent thanks in life, especially in those seasons that are invaded 
by fear, sadness, and distress. 

Congregations should also consider the need for steady thanksgiving. 
One of the purposes of the psalms was to bring the minds of God’s 
people together on one thought. The same can be true for 
congregational prayers of thanksgiving.  What would happen if a 
congregation dedicated every “opening” and “closing” prayer to 
nothing but thanking God for what He has done for the group? Likely, 
this church would begin to focus less on national politics and the 
dangers facing the nation and more on the God who is in control. Most 
importantly, it would bring a greater appreciation for the blessings 
that God has rained down on a people dedicated to serving and 
pleasing Him. 

Leah and the psalmists have shown the way; they have revealed that 
thanking God is a practice that not only brings one closer to Him but 
also serves as a vigilant reminder that He blesses His people and 
stands with them in the good times and the bad. Let this thankful 
praise rise to the Father as He showers His blessings on His people. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

For your calendar……   
Weekly Fellowship Luncheon  Sunday – 12:00 Noon 
Singing Night  June 3 
Ladies Bible Study  June 5 – 11:00 AM 
   
   

 
 

 

 
We invite you to stay for our Weekly 

Fellowship Lunch & Afternoon Devotional! 
We hope you’ll stay and eat, fellowship and worship with 

us immediately following morning services.  

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Genesis%2029:32&version=NASB&src=tools#_blank

