February Birthdays February Anniversaries

March 1, 2026

Greeters: Len Gates ‘ Terry Reader

Announcements: Len Gates

2 | Samuel Addae
5 | Ken Davis

8 | Debbie Abrams
9 | Debbie Olguin

Song Leader: Stanten Sikes

14 | Judeen Petersen

Opening Prayer: lan Stewart

Closing Prayer: Terry Reader

Lord’s Table: Stanten Sikes Gene Petersen

Lincoln Gates Stacey Moss

Mission Work Areas
Quito, Ecuador
Mazatlan, Mexico
Reitoca & San Carlos, Honduras

New Prayer Requests

Ray Ramsey — hospitalized 20 days ago with pneumonia and other problems.
In a rehab facility now. Please keep Ray and his family in your prayers.

Ellen Furby —slipped on the ice and fractured her pelvis. She is on a walker and
will be seeing her surgeon to see what else may be needed. Please keep her in
your prayers.

Don Cox — back problems. May need surgery. Please keep him and Glenda in
your prayers.

Derrick Bonham Family (friend of the Byrnes) — deputy sheriff killed in the line
of duty in Tennessee. Left a wife and 3 young children. Please keep them and
all of that family in your prayers.

Melissa Waigle (Fulton’s daughter) — her cancer has reoccurred. Not sure what
is to come yet. Please keep her and the family in your prayers.

lan & Linda Stewart — both have been struggling with health issues. Please keep
them in your prayers.

Gerry Dixon (former member here) —is having heart issues and expects to have
a bypass surgery in January. Please keep him in your prayers.

Long Term Prayer List

Stanten Sikes Richard Pedrie
lan Stewart Greg Pyle
Gary Stewart Ron Hansen
Marilyn Bartlow Joan Lawrence

Marian Like Betty & Danny Sidebottom

Patricia Bulmer (Scott’s mom) Linda Beek — hip & back problems

Kelly Mortensen (Toni G’s dad)— Lola Gates (Len’s mom) — recovering
kidney cancer from her fall — will likely have surgery

Coordinator: Stacey Moss
Elders
Stanten Sikes (719) 207-0629
lan Stewart (720) 878-2919
Terry Reader (719) 427-7141
Deacons
Stacey Moss (719) 207-0588
Ken Davis (719) 748-8654
Kelly Beek (719) 342-5856
Len Gates (719) 207-0039

Madison Atha — shoulder surgery Linda Reader — cancer follow-ups

Judy Taylor — dental issues Teresa & John Grady — various issues

Ellen Furby — Continued recovery from

Seth Moss — knee surgery hip replacement

If you have bulletin information or updates, please send them to Terry
or Linda Reader

e Terry's contact (719) 427-7141 +dr1960@yahoo.com

e Lindd's contact (928) 965-5708 Intreader@myctl.net

Mountain View
CHURCH OF CHRIST

When you visit us...

You can expect to find your friendly neighbor, assembled to
worship God the Father, and proclaim the love and grace He has
given to us; and remember Jesus, the Christ, our example—our
Savior. We will strive always to provoke love and good deeds of
one another.

As in the 1st Century New Testament Church, our worship to
God is simple - without mankind’s rituals. You will find a
wholesome respect for the Word of God as inspired by the Holy
Spirit. We study only the Holy Scriptures—no human creeds will
be used by us.

In addition to the worship of our Creator, we strive to fulfill
our Savior’s stated plan for us by sharing His Gospel message
with this community and throughout the world.

Sermons every Sunday will be based wholly upon the Word
of God. They will be Christ - centered and Biblically based so we
can develop a deepening relationship with God through our
understanding and personal involvement with Him and His truth
in our everyday life.

February 22, 2026

Minister of the Word — Steve Byrne
P.O. Box 1479 * 16310 County Road 306 * Buena Vista, CO
81211
(719) 395-8753 * email: mvccbv81@gmail.com
www.mountainviewchurchofchrist.org

Sunday Wednesday
10:00 am ....Bible Class 7:00 pm.....Devotional
11:00 am.....Assembly or Bible Class
Noon............ Fellowship Meal
1:30 pm.......Devotional


mailto:mvccbv81@gmail.com
mailto:tdr1960@yahoo.com

Daniel: A Godly Man in Old Age
Greg Chandler

The account of Daniel and the Lions’ Den is one that has fascinated
children for centuries. Young minds have vividly imagined the scene of the
brave hero of God facing down his feline foes in a grand display of faith.
When Bible storybooks began to be published, illustrations replaced
imagination, with cartoonists drawing the boyish Daniel standing amidst
the lions. The problem, however, is that Daniel was not boyish; he was
likely in his eighties when this event occurred. While his story appeals to
the young, his reputation at this stage of life should particularly speak to
those who have long since left youth behind.

Daniel spent most of his life as an exile in Babylon. God placed him in a
position of authority, using him to relay messages to powerful kings who
disrespected the true King. In all these things, Daniel was faithful; he is
one of only a small number of biblical characters whose story is told in
detail, yet no sin or moral failing is mentioned. Understanding this sets
the scene for his rendezvous with the lions.

By this pointin his life, Daniel may no longer have been an active presence
in the king’s court; however, interpreting the handwriting on the wall
brought him back into focus. With the death of the old king and the fall of
his empire, the new king was pleased to have Daniel return to service. On
the precipice of receiving a position of great authority, jealous courtiers
sought to derail Daniel’s restoration to power. Looking for an opportunity
to bring him down, the text states that “they could find no ground for
complaint or any fault, because he was faithful, and no error or fault was
found in him” (Daniel 6:4b). Though they sought his harm, their vitriol only
highlighted his character when they determined, “We shall not find any
ground for complaint against this Daniel unless we find it in connection
with the law of his God” (6:5). Acting on this insight, they devised a plan
to exploit the king’s arrogance by proposing that for thirty days no man
or god could be petitioned—only the king. With no thought of the
consequences, the king agreed, and the plan of Daniel’s detractors was
set in motion.

Daniel faced a critical decision. As an old man, how easily he could have
chosen short-term safety. One can imagine how tempting it might have
been to think, “I pray to God and no one else has to know,” or “I have
served God faithfully all my life; a thirty-day break in prayer is not a big
deal.” Perhaps the greatest temptation of all was to reason, “God knows
I'm old; He does not expect me to put myself in danger.” Daniel’s thought
process is not recorded; however, the text reveals only one course of
action: continue faithfully petitioning God. As he did every day, he opened
his windows toward Jerusalem and, as a faithful exile, “prayed and gave
thanks before his God, as he had done previously” (6:10). His enemies,
ready to pounce, forced the king’s hand, and Daniel was thrown into the
lions” den. While God ultimately preserved his life, Daniel did not know
beforehand that this would be the outcome. He was prepared to enter
the heavenly country and trusted that whatever God ordained would be
good.

Like the exile to ancient Babylon, present-day exiles must choose how
they will conduct themselves as the end of life on this side of the veil
approaches. There will likely be no dramatic “lions’ den moments” as with
Daniel, yet the temptations are just as real.

Old age can become a time when spiritual service dramatically decreases.
Both legitimate reasons and less legitimate excuses are often used to
quiet the conscience when this happens: “I just don’t feel good,” “I don’t
get around very well,” “younger people can serve better”—these are only
a few of the statements commonly offered by saints in their golden years.
Instead of yielding to excuses, older Christians should strive to emulate
Daniel’s willingness to do what they can, regardless of age.

Older saints should also remain vigilant about the influence they can still
exert. Daniel was a fascinating man, and the stories accumulated through
a lifetime of royal service would surely enthrall any listener; yet this is
likely not what he would have emphasized. One wonders how many
pagans came to know Daniel’s God because of his testimony about Him.
Only God knows the answer. Still, such thoughts should bring sobriety to
old age. Rather than listing health complaints, grumbling about the
current state of things, or reminiscing about how much better things were
in the past, older believers can offer powerful testimonials about God’s
faithfulness and steadfast love—words that can strengthen the next
generation of His followers. Indeed, words have power.

Finish the race with strength and dignity. Let Daniel’s conviction, courage,
and faithfulness inspire continued service until this part of the journey
ends and the veil lifts in the new heavens and new earth. Remember: the
faithful old Daniel began as the faithful young Daniel. God is worthy of
devotion at every stage of life.

What a wonderful epitaph for any faithful child of God:

“They could find no ground for complaint or any fault, because he was
faithful, and no error or fault was found in him”
So even to old age

and gray hairs, p .’i\,\!? .',%
O God, do not forsake me,' -

until I proclaim

your might

to another generation,
your power to all those to come.
-Psalm 71:18

Jim & Judy Taylor - New phone number
The Taylors had to get a new phone in Mexico. Their new
number is:
+52 669-228-6334
(+52 is the Mexico country code and must be dialed)

Game Night
&
Chili Supper
Thursday, February 26
6:00 PM

Yeslll You heard right. Games and weffles umm Chili
(postponed due to weather). Bring your favorite
game and toppings or sides for chili.

We'll be making chili and getting
together at the Fellowship Hall for
games, food and fellowship. So,
bring some toppings/sides for chili
and let's plan for a good time.

We invnj‘re you to stay for our Weekly

Fellowship Lunch & Afternoon Devotional!
We hope you'll stay and eat, fellowship and worship with
us immediately following morning services.

For your calendar......

Weekly Fellowship Luncheon Sunday —12:00 Noon
Game Night & Chili Supper February 26 — 6:00 PM
Singing Night March 4

Ladies Bible Study March 6 —11:00 AM



https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Daniel%206:4b&version=NASB&src=tools

