September Birthdays September Anniversaries

September 24, 2023

26 | Jan Paddock 8 | Debbie & Al Olguin

29 | Stacey Moss 30 | Marybeth & Doug Ward

Greeters: Terry Reader ‘ Len Gates
Announcements: lan Stewart

Song Leader: Terry Reader

Opening Prayer: Len Gates

Closing Prayer:

Larry Fulton

Mission Work Areas
Quito, Ecuador
Mazatlan, Mexico
Reitoca & San Carlos, Honduras

New Prayer Requests

Austin Petty (Zirkle’s grandson) —His latest scans showed no real effect on his
tumors which was expected. They will be adding radiation to his treatment.
Thank you for the prayers and please continue to keep him and the family in
your prayers.

Stanten Sikes
lan Stewart
Terry Reader

Stacey Moss
Ken Davis
Kelly Beek
Larry Fulton
Len Gates

Lord’s Table: Terry Reader Lincoln Gates
Stacey Moss Joe Autry
Coordinator: Dan Greene
Elders

(719) 207-0629
(720) 878-2919
(719) 427-7141

Deacons

(719) 207-0588
(719) 748-8654
(719) 342-5856
(719) 398-9987
(719) 207-0039

lan Stewart —took a fall and broke two bones in his foot. He had surgery and is
doing well. Sees the doctor this week and hopes to be released. Please keep
him in your prayers.

Diane Spomer (a previous member here) — diagnosed with cancer. She has had
surgery and is doing well. Please keep her in your prayers.

Jane Webb (Debbie Olguin’s life friend) — diagnosed with pancreatic cancer.
Please keep her in your prayers.

Christy Reader — custody hearing on went well. No final decision until the judge
talks with Preston. Please keep her in your prayers.

Long Term Prayer List

Ron Hansen Richard Pedrie
lan Stewart Greg Pyle
Gary Stewart Beth Pedrie

Marilyn Bartlow Norma Bartlow

Joan Lawrence Melissa Wagle (cancer)

Dr. Dick Burt (Margo’s Brother) Betty & Danny Sidebottom

Austin Petty (Zirkle’s Grandson) - Dick McClain (friend of Readers) —lung
cancer cancer — some new spots

Crystal & JJ Autry and family

If you have bulletin information or updates, please send them to Terry

or Linda Reader
e Terry's contact
e Lindd's contact

(719) 427-7141
(928) 965-5708

1dr1960@yahoo.com

Intreader@q.com

Mountain View
CHURCH OF CHRIST

%en you visit us...

You can expect to find your friendly neighbor, assembled to
worship God the Father, and proclaim the love and grace He has
given to us; and remember Jesus, the Christ, our example—our
Savior. We will strive always to provoke love and good deeds of
one another.

As in the 1st Century New Testament Church, our worship to
God is simple - without mankind’s rituals. You will find a
wholesome respect for the Word of God as inspired by the Holy
Spirit. We study only the Holy Scriptures—no human creeds will
be used by us.

In addition to the worship of our Creator, we strive to fulfill
our Savior’s stated plan for us by sharing His Gospel message
with this community and throughout the world.

Sermons every Sunday will be based wholly upon the Word
of God. They will be Christ - centered and Biblically based so we
can develop a deepening relationship with God through our
understanding and personal involvement with Him and His truth
in our everyday life.

September 17, 2023

Pulpit Minister—Stanten Sikes
P.O. Box 1479 * 16310 County Road 306 * Buena Vista, CO
81211
(719) 395-8753 * email: mvccbv@hotmail.com
www.mountainviewchurchofchrist.org

Sunday Wednesday
10:00 am ....Bible Class 7:00 pm.....Devotional
11:00 am.....Assembly or Bible Class
Noon............ Fellowship Meal
1:30 pm....... Devotional


mailto:tdr1960@yahoo.com
mailto:lntreader@q.com

Do Not Boast About Tomorrow

Eric Hamilton

“Come now, you who say, “Today or tomorrow we will go into such and
such a town and spend a year there and trade and make a profit”—yet
you do not know what tomorrow will bring. What is your life? For you are
a mist that appears for a little time and then vanishes. Instead you ought
to say, “If the Lord wills, we will live and do this or that.” As it is, you boast
in your arrogance. All such boasting is evil. So whoever knows the right
thing to do and fails to do it, for him it is sin.” —James 4:13-17

If there is any proof that the plans we make for ourselves can be thwarted,
it has been these last two years. Plans | had went awry, and | am certain
yours did, too. Intended travel was canceled or postponed, some jobs
were lost, loved ones were lost as well. Something as disruptive as the
pandemic is proof that none of us are in control of the circumstances of
our lives, and we are not in control of most things.

James tells his audience, amid talking about things like controlling your
tongue and not quarrelling with one another, to also be careful about how
we conceptualize the plans we make for ourselves. He warns us against
saying something as common as, “I’m going to move to this town for a
year and make a profit,” because it is evil and arrogant to say such a thing.
That might be shocking to all of us, to think of plan-making as arrogant
and evil, and | think James intends for it to be shocking. He wants us to
think about what we’re actually saying and communicating, even when it
comes to very common things we say.

So what is the arrogance and evil in making plans for your career? It is not
in the making of plans, but in the mindset that you are the one in control
of your future. James warns his readers, “you do not know what tomorrow
will bring. What is your life? For you are a mist that appears for a little
time and then vanishes.” We can intend all sorts of things for our life, but
we are not in control of many things. This includes the changing
circumstances of the world and also our very lives. To believe that we are
in control of the events of the world, or that we are owed the world to
work as we believe it should, is the arrogance that James is warning
against. It is the putting of our preferences above the decisions and
choices of God. That is why James says to instead say, “If the Lord wills,
we will do this and that.”

Now, James isn’t giving us some magic formula or incantation, like we
have to say those exact words every time we speak of the future. He's
telling us to make sure to leave space in our plans for the will and work of
God. We know that we ought to submit ourselves to the will of God as
Christians, this includes the making of plans, but also remembering our
place within creation. We are but mist, as James says, or another way, as

Isaiah declares, “All flesh is grass... the grass withers, the flower fades
when the breath of the LORD blows on it; surely the people are grass”
(40:6-8).

This is not to say that we should refrain from making plans for the future,
but that we should allow room for the will of God within those plans. The
book of Ecclesiastes provides much wisdom in this regard: “Cast your
bread upon the waters, for you will find it after many days. Give portion to
seven, or even to eight, for you know not what disaster may happen on
earth” (11:1-2). The idea being conveyed here is similar to the English
proverb, “Don’t put all your eggs in one basket.” We might even call this
“investment diversification.” We don’t know what investments or
endeavors (our bread) might prove to be profitable (finding it after many
days), because circumstances lay outside of our control. Later on, the
Preacher implores, “in the morning sow your seed, and at the evening
withhold not your hand, for you do not know which will prosper, this or
that, or whether both alike will be good” (Ecclesiastes 11:6). This is
another way to act and live humbly with the life God has given us. Itis not
within our control to determine which endeavors or investments we make
will prosper. That is within the purview of God. One of the ways we can
show we are placing our trust in the will of God is by diversifying what we
have been given, to not, in a sense, “bet it all on black because we might
have a hunch” but to rather leave our hunches behind and let God be in
control and choose what will or will not prosper.

If the Lord wills, some of our investments won’t pay off. If the Lord wills,
today may be our last day on this earth. If the Lord wills, there may be an
event on the earth that prevents us from doing what we had originally
planned to do. We need to be prepared for the will of God and also to
humbly submit ourselves to that will. To do otherwise would be to boast
inour arrogance, and all such boasting is evil. Let us rather do what is right
in the sight of God.
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Mazatlin Special Contribution
COctolier 1, 2023

The Taylors — Jim & Judy are beginning to prepare for their return to
Mazatlan for the winter. We appreciate all they do in their work with the
church. As we do each year, we will have a special offering to support that
work and the much needed ‘dispensas’ (food bags) that they provide for
the Christians there. So, please plan for a second offering on October 1
for the work in Mazatlan. And, please keep Jim & Judy in your prayers for
their travels and their work.

Lost Canyon Fall Outing
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September 24, 2023 - Next Sunday
(Rescheduled)

We will travel to Lost Canyon immediately following services
for our Fellowship Lunch, Devotional and fun.
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We invite you to stay for our Weekly

Fellowship Lunch & Afternoon Devotionall
We hope you'll stay and eat, fellowship and worship with
us immediately following morning services.

For your calendar......

Weekly Fellowship Luncheon Sunday —12:00 Noon

Lost Canyon Fall Outing September 24 — Following Services

Mazatlan Special Contribution October 1

15t Wednesday Singing October 4 —7:00 PM




