September Birthdays September Anniversaries

September 10, 2023

26 | Jan Paddock 8 | Debbie & Al Olguin

29 | Stacey Moss 30 | Marybeth & Doug Ward

Greeters: Terry Reader ‘ Len Gates
Announcements: lan Stewart

Song Leader: Kelly Beek

Opening Prayer: Jim Richards

Closing Prayer: Dan Greene

Lord’s Table: Terry Reader Lincoln Gates

Stacey Moss

Joe Autry

Mission Work Areas
Quito, Ecuador
Mazatlan, Mexico
Reitoca & San Carlos, Honduras

New Prayer Requests

Coordinator:

Dan Greene

Elders

Christy Reader — has a custody hearing on Wednesday. Please keep her in your
prayers.

Terry Crain — recovering from surgery to remove a toe. Doing well, but please
keep him in your prayers.

Stanten Sikes
lan Stewart
Terry Reader

Stacey Moss
Ken Davis
Kelly Beek
Larry Fulton
Len Gates

(719) 207-0629
(720) 878-2919
(719) 427-7141

Deacons

(719) 207-0588
(719) 748-8654
(719) 342-5856
(719) 398-9987
(719) 207-0039

Austin Petty (Zirkle’s grandson) —His latest scans showed no real effect on his
tumors which was expected. They will be adding radiation to his treatment.
Thank you for the prayers and please continue to keep him and the family in
your prayers.

lan Stewart —took a fall and broke two bones in his foot. He had surgery and is
doing well. Sees the doctor this week and hopes to be released. Please keep
him in your prayers.

Diane Spomer (a previous member here) — diagnosed with cancer. She has had
surgery and is doing well. Please keep her in your prayers.

Jane Webb (Debbie Olguin’s life friend) — diagnosed with pancreatic cancer.
Please keep her in your prayers.

Long Term Prayer List

Ron Hansen Richard Pedrie
lan Stewart Greg Pyle
Gary Stewart Beth Pedrie

Marilyn Bartlow Norma Bartlow

Joan Lawrence Melissa Wagle (cancer)

Dr. Dick Burt (Margo’s Brother) Betty & Danny Sidebottom

Austin Petty (Zirkle’s Grandson) - Dick McClain (friend of Readers) — lung
cancer cancer —some new spots

Crystal & JJ Autry and family

If you have bulletin information or updates, please send them to Terry

or Linda Reader
e Terry's contact
e Lindd's contact

(719) 427-7141
(928) 965-5708

1dr1960@yahoo.com

Intreader@q.com

Mountain View
CHURCH OF CHRIST

%en you visit us...

You can expect to find your friendly neighbor, assembled to
worship God the Father, and proclaim the love and grace He has
given to us; and remember Jesus, the Christ, our example—our
Savior. We will strive always to provoke love and good deeds of
one another.

As in the 1st Century New Testament Church, our worship to
God is simple - without mankind’s rituals. You will find a
wholesome respect for the Word of God as inspired by the Holy
Spirit. We study only the Holy Scriptures—no human creeds will
be used by us.

In addition to the worship of our Creator, we strive to fulfill
our Savior’s stated plan for us by sharing His Gospel message
with this community and throughout the world.

Sermons every Sunday will be based wholly upon the Word
of God. They will be Christ - centered and Biblically based so we
can develop a deepening relationship with God through our
understanding and personal involvement with Him and His truth
in our everyday life.

September 3, 2023

Pulpit Minister—Stanten Sikes
P.O. Box 1479 * 16310 County Road 306 * Buena Vista, CO
81211
(719) 395-8753 * email: mvccbv@hotmail.com
www.mountainviewchurchofchrist.org

Sunday Wednesday
10:00 am ....Bible Class 7:00 pm.....Devotional
11:00 am.....Assembly or Bible Class
Noon............ Fellowship Meal
1:30 pm....... Devotional


mailto:tdr1960@yahoo.com
mailto:lntreader@q.com

Faith In God’s Word
Michael Molloy

“And he believed the Lord, and he counted it to him as righteousness.”

Faith is the foundation upon which our salvation is built. According to
Hebrews 11, one cannot please God if he does not have faith: “And
without faith it is impossible to please Him, for whoever would draw near
to God must believe that He exists and that He rewards those who seek
Him” (11:6). Why is it impossible to please God without faith?

One of God’s characteristics is that He is truth. More than simply saying
things that are true, God’s Word is Truth itself. We see this illustrated in
Moses’ account of creation as it was revealed to him by Jehovah: “And
God said, ‘Let there be light,” and there was light” (Genesis 1:3). God
spoke, and the things that He spoke of came into existence. In Romans 4,
when writing of Abraham’s great faith, Paul seems to have Genesis 1 in
mind when he writes that God “calls into existence the things that do not
exist” (4:17).

John opens his gospel with a direct reference to the Genesis creation
account, revealing Jesus as the Word of God and the agent of creation:
“In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the
Word was God. He was in the beginning with God. All things were made
through Him, and without Him was not anything made that was made”
(John 1:1-3).

Later in John, the Word of God explicitly states that He is the truth: “/ am
the way, and the truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father except
through me” (John 14:6). In John’s gospel, both he and the Lord make the
profound claim that Jesus is both the Word of God and Truth.

When we consider truth as a foundational characteristic of God, it helps
us understand why it is impossible to please Him without faith. As
humans, we live in the physical world and we are tempted to believe that
the things that we see or touch define reality. However, God tells us that
the things that actually define reality are spiritual in nature. And if
spiritual, then the things that are real are things that cannot be seen:
“Now faith is the assurance of things hoped for, the conviction of things
not seen” (Hebrews 11:1).

God is looking for people who believe what He says, even if it is at odds
with what they perceive. This is exactly the situation recorded in Genesis
3. Whether God had directly communicated to Eve the command to
abstain from the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, or Adam had told
her, we know that she was aware of the prohibition because she repeated
(with an addition) God’s command when the serpent tempted her. Eve
had to choose whether to believe what God had said—eating the fruit
would have consequences—or to trust what she could see with her eyes:

“So when the woman saw that the tree was good for food, and that it was
a delight to the eyes, and that the tree was to be desired to make one wise,
she took of its fruit and ate, and she also gave some to her husband who
was with her, and he ate” (3:6). Rather than believing the word of God,
she believed the word of the serpent.

Faith in God and His word is the key to overcoming temptation and sin. If
Eve had had a stronger faith in God, she would have believed Him and
rejected the words of the serpent. If she had believed God, she would
have overcome the desires that the fruit created in her and taken fruit
from a different tree. We can say that with confidence because John tells
us that faith is the key to overcoming sin.

“Everyone who believes that Jesus is the Christ has been born of God, and
everyone who loves the Father loves whoever has been born of him. By this
we know that we love the children of God, when we love God and obey his
commandments. For this is the love of God, that we keep his
commandments. And his commandments are not burdensome. For
everyone who has been born of God overcomes the world. And this is the
victory that has overcome the world—our faith. Who is it that overcomes
the world except the one who believes that Jesus is the Son of God?” (1
John 5:1-5)

The way to salvation is a deep, life changing belief that Jesus is the King.
If we believe that, then we believe that He is reigning at God'’s right hand
and that He is going to return. With that return in mind, Peter asks, “what
sort of people ought you to be in lives of holiness and godliness, waiting
for and hastening the coming of the day of God” (2 Peter 3:11-12)? If we
have faith that He is returning, then we will live a faithful life.

Someday, our faith is going to become sight. All will see and acknowledge
the truth of God’s word, and sadly, most will regret their unbelief while
they had the chance to restore their relationship with Him. If Eve, before
eating the forbidden fruit, could have foreseen the consequences of her
unbelief—shame, sorrow, regret, loss—she surely would have made a
different choice. God warned her, but she didn’t listen.

Are you listening to God through His word? Or are you struggling with
temptations that too often give birth to sin? A deeper belief that Jesus is
the Son of God will help you to be more faithful. A stronger faith in God’s
Word will help you overcome the world. Focusing on what will endure will
help you look past that which will not.

“So we do not lose heart. Though our outer self is wasting away, our inner
self is being renewed day by day. For this light momentary affliction is
preparing for us an eternal weight of glory beyond all comparison, as we
look not to the things that are seen but to the things that are unseen. For
the things that are seen are transient, but the things that are unseen are
eternal” (2 Corinthians 4:16-18).

For therein is the righteousness of God
led from faith to faith: as it is written,
e Gl s

We invite you to stay for our Weekly

Fellowship Lunch & Afternoon Devotionall
We hope you'll stay and eat, fellowship and worship with
us immediately following morning services.

Lost Canyon Fall Outing

-

September 17, 2023
We will travel to Lost Canyon immediately following services
for our Fellowship Lunch, Devotional and fun.

For your calendar......

Weekly Fellowship Luncheon Sunday —12:00 Noon

15t Wednesday Singing September 6 — 7:00 PM

Lost Canyon Fall Outing September 17 — Following Services




