
  

When you visit us… 

You can expect to find your friendly neighbor, assembled to  
worship God the Father, and proclaim the love and grace He has 
given to us; and remember Jesus, the Christ, our example—our 
Savior.  We will strive always to provoke love and good deeds of 
one another. 

As in the 1st Century New Testament Church, our worship to 
God is simple - without mankind’s rituals.  You will find a 
wholesome respect for the Word of God as inspired by the Holy 
Spirit. We study only the Holy Scriptures—no human creeds will 
be used by us.  

In addition to the worship of our Creator, we strive to fulfill 
our Savior’s stated plan for us by sharing His Gospel message 
with this community and throughout the world.   

Sermons every Sunday will be based wholly upon the Word 
of God.  They will be Christ - centered and Biblically based so we 
can develop a deepening relationship with God through our 
understanding and personal involvement with Him and His truth 
in our everyday life. 
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Pulpit Minister—Stanten Sikes 
P.O.  Box 1479   *  16310 County Road 306   *   Buena Vista, CO 

81211 
(719) 395-8753   *   email: mvccbv@hotmail.com     

www.mountainviewchurchofchrist.org 
 

 Sunday                          Wednesday 
10:00 am ….Bible Class  7:00 pm…..Devotional                  
11:00 am…..Assembly                       or Bible Class              
Noon…………Fellowship Meal                                                                                                                
1:30 pm…….Devotional                                                                                                                
 

February 5, 2023 

Greeters: Larry Fulton Ken Davis 

Announcements:  Terry Reader  

Song Leader: Terry Reader 

Opening Prayer:  Len Gates 

Closing Prayer:  Stacey Moss 

Lord’s Table:  Dan Greene Terry Reader 

 Stacey Moss Joe Autry 

Coordinator:  Kelly Beek 

 

Mission Work Areas 
Quito, Ecuador  

 
 
 
 

Mazatlán, Mexico 
Reitoca & San Carlos, Honduras 

 

Elders 
Stanten Sikes (719) 207-0629 
Ian Stewart (720) 878-2919 
Terry Reader (719) 427-7141 

    Deacons 
Wayne Bartlow (719) 395-2520 
Stacey Moss (719) 395-9294 
Ken Davis (719) 748-8654 
Kelly Beek (719) 342-5856 
Larry Fulton (719) 398-9987 
Len Gates (719) 207-0039 
  
  

 

If you have bulletin information or updates, please send them to Terry 

or Linda Reader 

 Terry’s contact       (719) 427-7141 tdr1960@yahoo.com  

 Linda’s contact        (928) 965-5708 lntreader@q.com 
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________________________________________________

________________________________________________

________________________________________________

________________________________________________

________________________________________________

________________________________________________ 

January Birthdays January Anniversaries 

1 Stanten Sikes 1 Robin & Joe Autry 

4 Robin Autry   

25 Linda Reader   

    

    

    

    

    

 

New Prayer Requests 
Austin Petty (Zirkle’s Grandson) – will be changing to a different oral chemo 
treatment. The first one was not helping. Keep him and his family in your 
prayers.  
Dave Nettles and Lauren Nettles-Broussard (daughter) – she needs a kidney 
and David will be giving her one of his. Testing is complete and surgery is not 
scheduled yet. Please keep them both in your prayers 
Dr. Richard “Dick” Burt (Margo Greene’s brother) – Is starting to show some 
improvement. He has had some movement in his arms and is able to feed 
himself. He and all of his family continue to need our prayers.  
Glenda Cox’ Mother – having sciatic back problems and is being admitted to a 
rehab nursing home until she can strengthen her back. Please pray for her.  
 

 

 
 

Long Term Prayer List 
Ron Hansen Richard Pedrie 
Ian Stewart Greg Pyle 
Gary Stewart Beth Pedrie 
Marilyn Bartlow Norma Bartlow 
Joan Lawrence  Melissa Wagle (cancer) 
Kendra Tate (Stanten’s niece) – 
recovering from accident at home  

Cavasos Family – multiple health 
issues and moving to Iowa.  

Austin Petty (Zirkle’s Grandson - 
cancer) 

Tom Hartman (friend of Jeff Richards) 
– Mt Bike accident and cancer 

Betty & Danny Sidebottom –are 
living with their son  

Bill Phillips (Terry’s Brother-in-law) – 
prostate cancer 

Dick McClain (friend of Readers) – 
lung cancer 
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As The Deer…Despairs? 
Tim Norman 

Do you ever despair? The author of Psalms 42 and 43 could relate. He 
asked himself three times, “Why are you in despair, O my soul? And 
why have you become disturbed within me?” (42:5, 11; 43:5).  

The psalmist was a refugee. He’d been forced to leave Jerusalem and 
dwell among people who didn’t know the true and living God. “My 
tears have been my food day and night, while they say to me all day 
long, ‘Where is your God?’” (42:3). The longer he sojourned, the 
deeper he despaired. “As a shattering of my bones, my adversaries 
revile me, while they say to me all day long, ‘Where is your God?’” 
(42:10). 

Before exile, the psalmist treasured temple worship. “These things I 
remember and I pour out my soul within me. I used to go along with 
the throng and lead them in procession to the house of God, with the 
voice of joy and thanksgiving” (42:4). In exile, he was cut off from the 
house of God and deeply despaired. “As the deer pants for the water 
brooks, so my soul pants for You, O God. My soul thirsts for God, for 
the living God; when shall I come and appear before God?” (42:1-2). 
“O send out Your light and Your truth, let them lead me; let them bring 
me to Your holy hill and to Your dwelling places. Then I will go to the 
altar of God, to God my exceeding joy” (43:3-4).    The psalmist, 
however, didn’t remain in deep despair. Instead of continuing to allow 
his thoughts to push him around he began pushing them around and 
regained joy. Here’s the good news—so can we! Here’s how he did it. 

First, he talked to God about his thoughts and feelings. “I will say to God 
my rock, ‘Why have You forgotten me? Why do I go mourning because 
of the oppression of the enemy?’” (42:9). “You are the God of my 
strength; why have You rejected me? (43:2). The psalmist wasn’t 
bitterly venting against God. He was simply expressing how he 
honestly felt and seeking straight answers to fair questions. When 
we’re in deep despair, God wants us to do the same. He cares, has the 
answers, and desperately wants to lift our spirits.  

Second, he asked God’s help. “Vindicate me, O God, and plead my case 
against an ungodly nation; O deliver me from the deceitful and unjust 
man!” (43:1). In a world where we control so little, we need the God 
who controls it all.  

Third, he expected God’s help. The psalmist told himself three times, 
“Hope in God, for I shall again praise Him” (42:5, 11; 43:5). Why could 
he say this? He knew God was present and would help him (42:5). Why 
did he keep saying this? Because when we have doubts and fears, we 

must keep resisting them with truth until they’re banished from our 
brains.  

Fourth, he knew God intended it for good. “Deep calls to deep at the 
sound of Your waterfalls; all Your breakers and Your waves have rolled 
over me” (42:7). Though in deep despair, the psalmist knew with God 
there was purpose behind the turbulence. “The LORD will command 
His loving-kindness in the daytime; and His song will be with me in the 
night” (42:8). Yes, Satan was trying to crush him with it, but God 
allowed it to make stronger. Not everything that happens in life is 
good, but if we love God like the psalmist good can come from 
anything that happens.  

Fifth, he recognized things really weren’t that bad. No, he couldn’t 
worship as he preferred, but he could still worship. “O my God, my 
soul is in despair within me; therefore I remember You from the land 
of the Jordan and the peaks of Hermon, from Mount Mizar” (42:6). 
The faithful despair because they see their glass as half empty when it 
actually overflows. How’s this for perspective. I have a friend whose 
teenage daughter died from a brain tumor. Do I really have any 
problems? Do you? Neither did the psalmist. He realized it. So should 
we.  

Sixth, he accepted response-ability for his own despair. The psalmist 
asked himself three times, “Why are you in despair, O my soul? And 
why have you become disturbed within me?” (42:5, 11; 43:5). In other 
words, “Why am I doing this to myself?” He knew his joy didn’t depend 
on outward circumstances, but on his inner attitudes towards them. 
Yes, it’s humbling to admit we make ourselves miserable. But, it’s also 
liberating to know we can just as easily choose happiness. Our 
emotions aren’t victims of things beyond our control! The psalmist 
twice described God as “the help of my countenance” (42:11; 43:5). 
He learned the following. So must we. “Whatever my lot, Thou has 
taught me to say, ‘It is well with my soul.’”  

As the deer … despairs? No, as the deer pants for the water brooks so 
our souls should pant for God. If we’ll drink deeply, everything else will 
fall into place. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 For your calendar……   
Weekly Fellowship Luncheon  Sunday – 12:00 Noon 
1st Wednesday Singing  Febrary 1 – 7:00 PM 
Game Night  Coming in February 
   
   

 
 

 

 
We invite you to stay for our Weekly 

Fellowship Lunch & Afternoon Devotional! 
We hope you’ll stay and eat, fellowship and worship with 

us immediately following morning services.  

 

Sybil Atha 
New Cell Phone 

(719) 398-3882 

 

Home phone is still her primary number 


