Novvember Birthdays November Anniversaries

November 13, 2022

3 | Ian Stewart

13 | Len Gates

20 | Eli Davis

24 | Marybeth Ward

Mission Work Areas
Quito, Ecuador
Mazatlan, Mexico
Reitoca & San Carlos, Honduras

New Prayer Requests

Wavne Bartlow — struggling with health issues. Please keep him and his family
in your prayers.

Austin Petty (Zirkle’s Grandson) — will be changing to a different oral chemo
treatment. The first one was not helping. Keep him and his family in your
prayers.

Long Term Prayer List

Ron Hansen Richard Pedrie

lan Stewart Greg Pyle

Gary Stewart Beth Pedrie

Wayne & Marilyn Bartlow Norma Bartlow

Joan Lawrence (stroke recovery) Melissa Wagle (cancer)

Kendra Tate (Stanten’s niece) — Cavasos Family — multiple health
recovering from accident at home issues and moving to lowa.
Austin Petty (Zirkle’s Grandson - Tom Hartman (friend of Jeff Richards)
cancer) — Mt Bike accident and cancer
Betty & Danny Sidebottom —have

had to move into an assisted living

facility.

Greeters: Terry Reader ‘ Len Gates
Announcements: Terry Reader
Song Leader: Terry Reader
Opening Prayer: Kelly Beek
Closing Prayer: Len Gates
Lord’s Table: Len Gates Joe Autry
Gene Petersen Stacey Moss
Coordinator: Kelly Beek
Elders

Stanten Sikes (719) 207-0629

lan Stewart (720) 878-2919

Terry Reader (719) 427-7141

Deacons

Wayne Bartlow
Stacey Moss
Ken Davis

Kelly Beek
Larry Fulton
Len Gates

(719) 395-2520
(719) 395-9294
(719) 748-8654
(719) 342-5856
(719) 398-9987
(719) 207-0039

If you have bulletin information or updates, please send them to Terry

or Linda Reader
e Terry's contact
e Lindd's contact

(719) 427-7141
(928) 965-5708

tdr1960@yahoo.com

Intreader@q.com
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Mountain View
CHURCH OF CHRIST

%en you visit us...

You can expect to find your friendly neighbor, assembled to
worship God the Father, and proclaim the love and grace He has
given to us; and remember Jesus, the Christ, our example—our
Savior. We will strive always to provoke love and good deeds of
one another.

As in the 1st Century New Testament Church, our worship to
God is simple - without mankind’s rituals. You will find a
wholesome respect for the Word of God as inspired by the Holy
Spirit. We study only the Holy Scriptures—no human creeds will
be used by us.

In addition to the worship of our Creator, we strive to fulfill
our Savior’s stated plan for us by sharing His Gospel message
with this community and throughout the world.

Sermons every Sunday will be based wholly upon the Word
of God. They will be Christ - centered and Biblically based so we
can develop a deepening relationship with God through our
understanding and personal involvement with Him and His truth
in our everyday life.

November 6, 2022

Pulpit Minister—Stanten Sikes
P.O. Box 1479 * 16310 County Road 306 * Buena Vista, CO
81211
(719) 395-8753 * email: mvccbv@hotmail.com
www.mountainviewchurchofchrist.org

Sunday Wednesday
10:00 am ....Bible Class 7:00 pm.....Devotional
11:00 am.....Assembly or Bible Class
Noon............ Fellowship Meal

1:30 pm....... Devotional


mailto:tdr1960@yahoo.com
mailto:lntreader@q.com

As We Have Forgiven Our Debtors
Greg Chander

Forgiveness is not highly valued in a woke culture. While there is a
great desire for the “gotcha moment” with politicians, celebrities, and
others in the public spotlight, there is little desire to help needed
change occur. How many once lauded individuals now lie along the
littered freeway of public disgust over past words, texts, or videos?

There is little the people of God can do to affect the “slash and burn”
mentality of public life; however, it is extremely important that
Christians do not allow this uncaring spirit into their own attitudes
toward others. To this end, Jesus provides help. When He taught His
disciples to pray, He dealt with the essentiality of forgiveness. He
prayed, “And forgive us our debts, as we also have forgiven our
debtors” (Matthew 6:12). Jesus’ choice of words is interesting; He
framed something in need of forgiving as a debt to be paid. When a
debt is forgiven, payment is no longer required. In other words,
forgiveness squares the books!

A question might be raised in consideration of the Lord’s teaching.
While forgiveness is all well and good, can it really be given if the
debtor doesn’t ask for it? In answering this question, consider the
Lord’s words to His disciples: “And whenever you stand praying,
forgive, if you have anything against anyone, so that your Father also
who is in heaven may forgive you your trespasses” (Mark 11:25). In
this discussion, there is no mention of even going to the brother;
instead, the forgiveness is to be offered so that the prayer being
prayed is not hindered. The giving of forgiveness is universal (anyone)
toward any sin (anything). This certainly does not negate the need for
repentance on the part of the debtor. If he or she has sinned, there is
an undeniable responsibility to make things right with the recipient of
the wrong as well as with the Lord. Jesus stated, “So if you are offering
your gift before the altar and there remember that your brother has
something against you, leave your gift there before the altar and go.
First be reconciled to your brother, and then come and offer your gift”
(Matthew 5:23-24). Wronging someone damages one’s relationship
with God and must be corrected.

Still, Jesus” instructions on forgiving allow peace of mind. While every
effort should be made to restore a good relationship with the
offending party, God has not put humans in the role of “debt
collectors.” There is much talk in the news about “forgiving” student
debt. Regardless of the merits or lack thereof concerning this decision,
consider the outcome: Students who owed thousands of dollars to
lending agencies would become debt free. The balance due would be
S0. In a similar manner, Jesus teaches that one who forgives releases
the debt; there is nothing to be collected.

While the above concept does bring peace of mind, it is a great
struggle for many. It is not because the teaching is particularly hard to
grasp; instead, the difficulty lies in letting the debt go. When one is
wronged, there is often the desire for repayment. If this does not
come in the form of a groveling formal apology, the debt may be
extracted by other means. In righteous indignation, the recipient of
the wrong might seek repayment by letting everyone know what the
offending party did so that “no one else must go through what I've
gone through.” In great piety, repayment can be sought by relating the
crime in the presence of other church-going folk so that they can know
that even though the offender never apologized, “I'm a big enough
person to let it go.” Extraction might come with no spoken words that
highlight one’s own “righteousness” in opposition to the
“unrighteous” offender. Instead, in the dark corners of the mind, the
criminal is tried and convicted for the wrongdoing over and over and
over again. This is the attitude of which the Lord warns. To corrupt the
teachings of Paul, the thought goes something like this: “Vengeance is
mine, | will repay says the offended.”

Jesus provides strong motivation to help rid this corrupt mindset. He
states, “For if you forgive others their trespasses, your heavenly Father
will also forgive you, but if you do not forgive others their trespasses,
neither will your Father forgive your trespasses” (Matthew 6:14-15).
Later in the sermon, He states, “For with the judgment you pronounce
you will be judged, and the measure you use it will be measured to
you” (Matthew 7:2).

Anyone who understands the sobriety and deadly consequences of sin
would never desire God to extract full payment for offenses. Those
who understand the ramifications praise God for His mercy and grace.
They magnify a Savior who would die for the sins of others and take
the curse on behalf of the offenders. A God who drops sins in the
depths of the sea (Micah 7:18-19) and separates them from the sinner
as far as the east is from the west (Psalm 103:12) is a God of great
love; however, He is also a God of expectations. The thought of
refusing forgiveness after having received forgiveness of colossal
magnitude is simply unacceptable to Him. Instead, He desires children
whose own grace and mercy seek to imitate the free-flowing love of
their Father in Heaven.

It is a good idea to include the Lord’s words in everyday prayers. Such
a commitment keeps the concept of forgiveness constant in the mind
and helps to prevent a cantankerous attitude that demands the
proverbial pound of flesh. Most importantly, doing so calls on the
Great Forgiver to supply the strength needed to forgive wrongs, no
matter how big they seem. In the end, God has promised that
vengeance will be given where it is needed; however, in His mercy, He
has not placed this great responsibility on mankind. Praise God!
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Ephesians 432

Be kind to |

one another,
tenderhearted,
forgiving one
another,

as God
in Christ

forgave you. ‘

e

3 3 3 3 3k 3k T vk 3k 3k 3k 3k ke vk 3k 3k 3k ke ke vk 3k 3k 3k ke ok vk ok ok gk gk ke ok ok ok Sk sk sk ke ke ke ke ke ke ke ke ke ke ok

Colorado Christian Services - Special Offering
November 13

We will have a special offering for the Colorado
Christian Services. They provide adoption services with
consideration for Christian principles. Several people
here at Mountain View have used their services in the
past and found them to be great blessing. So please
plan for this special offering to support this good work.
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We invite you fo stay for our Weekly

Fellowship Lunch & Afternoon Devotionall
We hope you'll stay and eat, fellowship and worship with
us immediately following morning services.

For your calendar......

Weekly Fellowship Luncheon
15t Wednesday Singing
Colorado Christian Services —
Special Contribution

Santa Visit Dec. 14 —7:00 PM

Sunday —12:00 Noon
December 7 —7:00 PM
November 13




