
  

When you visit us… 

You can expect to find your friendly neighbor, assembled to  
worship God the Father, and proclaim the love and grace He has 
given to us; and remember Jesus, the Christ, our example—our 
Savior.  We will strive always to provoke love and good deeds of 
one another. 

As in the 1st Century New Testament Church, our worship to 
God is simple - without mankind’s rituals.  You will find a 
wholesome respect for the Word of God as inspired by the Holy 
Spirit. We study only the Holy Scriptures—no human creeds will 
be used by us.  

In addition to the worship of our Creator, we strive to fulfill 
our Savior’s stated plan for us by sharing His Gospel message 
with this community and throughout the world.   

Sermons every Sunday will be based wholly upon the Word 
of God.  They will be Christ - centered and Biblically based so we 
can develop a deepening relationship with God through our 
understanding and personal involvement with Him and His truth 
in our everyday life. 
 

August 8, 2021 

 

Pulpit Minister—Stanten Sikes 
P.O.  Box 1479   *  16310 County Road 306   *   Buena Vista, CO 

81211 
(719) 395-8753   *   email: mvccbv@hotmail.com     

www.mountainviewchurchofchrist.org 
 

 Sunday                          Wednesday 
10:00 am ….Bible Class  7:00 pm…..Devotional                  
11:00 am…..Assembly                       or Bible Class              
Noon…………Fellowship Meal                                                                                                                
1:30 pm…….Devotional                                                                                                                
 

August 15, 2021 

Greeters: Terry Reader Len Gates 

Announcements:  Terry Reader 

Song Leader: Terry Reader 

 

 

 

Opening Prayer:  Jim Taylor 

Closing Prayer:  Larry Fulton 

Lord’s Table:  Kelly Beek Larry Fulton 

 Len Gates Dan Greene 

Coordinator:  Stacey Moss 

 

Mission Work Areas 
Quito, Ecuador  

 
 
 
 

Mazatlán, Mexico 
Reitoca & San Carlos, Honduras 

 

Elders 
Stanten Sikes (719) 395-8689 
Ian Stewart (720) 878-2919 
Terry Reader (719) 427-7141 

    Deacons 
Wayne Bartlow (719) 395-2520 
Stacey Moss (719) 395-9294 
Ken Davis (719) 748-8654 
Kelly Beek (719) 342-5856 
Larry Fulton (719) 398-9987 
Len Gates (719) 207-0039 
  
  

 

If you have bulletin information or updates, please send them to Terry 

or Linda Reader 

 Terry’s contact       (719) 427-7141 tdr1960@yahoo.com  

 Linda’s contact        (928) 965-5708 lntreader@q.com 

 

________________________________________________

________________________________________________

________________________________________________

________________________________________________

________________________________________________

________________________________________________

________________________________________________ 

August Birthdays August Anniversaries 

6 Dan Greene 16 Margo &  Dan Greene 

7 Richard Pedrie 27 Nita & Ron Hansen 

9 Carole Smith   

11 Penny Pearson   

13  Isaac Davis   

21 Jonah Davis   

22 Marilyn Bartlow   

26 Marian Like   

29  Toni Gates   

    

            

 

New Prayer Requests 
Ed & Sandra Kretch – Still having some health concerns and have decided to 
return home. Keep them in your prayers. 
Terry & Linda Reader – Travelling home this week.  

Becky Geske (Judy Fulton’s sister-in-law) – hospitalized for COVID in Salida 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Long Term Prayer List 
Ron Hansen Richard Pedrie 
David Murphy (Colleen’s brother) Marilyn Strickland 
Ian Stewart Lauren Stewart 
Gary Stewart Beth Pedrie 
Wayne & Marilyn Bartlow Norma Bartlow 
Greg Pyle Jamie Buettner (Sybil’s daughter) 
Joan Lawrence  Dwayne Reader (leukemia) 

 Gwynn Bulmer – cancer concerns  
 Christy Reader & kids – Penelope & 

Preston – still some custody issues  
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He was Willing to Forgive 
Jonathan McAnulty 

It is with the great love and compassion of Jesus Christ, that as they were 
lifting His battered body high upon a cross, having beaten Him, spat upon 
Him, and mocked Him, He looked out over His persecutors and prayed, 
“Father, forgive them, they know not what they are doing.” (Luke 23:34) 

The Scriptures remind us, “God shows his love for us in that while we were 
still sinners, Christ died for us.” (Romans 5:8)  

The sins of men are manifold, and each of them was as painful to God as 
the next, who, in His righteousness cannot abide iniquity. Each sin is a slap 
in God’s face and a mocking of His authority and power. Each sin is like 
one of the nails that was driven into Jesus in order to crucify Him. 

And yet, God so loved the world that He sent His Son to die for that world. 

Jesus, looking down from the cross, knew that He was dying, not for 
fictional perfect people who were all goodness and light, but for the 
broken sinful masses of humanity who needed an opportunity for a 
salvation they could not provide for themselves. 

And so, He could pray, in compassion, even for the ones crucifying Him, 
because it was those very people He was dying for. Even if they never took 
the opportunity to find the forgiveness He offered, He was dying so they 
would have the chance. 

Jesus instructs His followers, “Love your enemies and pray for those who 
persecute you, so that you may be sons of your Father who is in heaven. 
For he makes his sun rise on the evil and on the good, and sends rain on 
the just and on the unjust.  For if you love those who love you, what 
reward do you have? Do not even the tax collectors do the same? And if 
you greet only your brothers, what more are you doing than others? Do 
not even the Gentiles do the same?  You therefore must be perfect, as 
your heavenly Father is perfect.” (Matthew 5:44-48) 

This is not always an easy thing, but if we wish to be followers of Christ 
and children of God, it is a necessary thing. 

We live in a divided world, filled with animosity, tribalism, sectarianism, 
factions and the like. Some people are, in all honesty, hard to like because 
they are just so rude and hateful. Others are conniving and dishonest, 
ready to cheat us or use us at a moment’s notice, if they think they can 
get away with it. 

But Jesus died for them too. Because they are exactly the sort of people 
that need forgiveness and compassion. Jesus said of such, “Those who are 
well have no need of a physician, but those who are sick. I came not to 
call the righteous, but sinners.” (Mark 2:17) 

Too often this idea is ignored in our dealings with one another, or in our 
conversations about others. 

Politics, of late, is a good example of this. Two teams, taking sides, both 
insisting that the other is evil, or stupid, or treasonous. Nasty things are 
said of one another, and offense is taken when the other side offers a 
rebuttal in kind. Forgotten by many who profess a faith in Christ is that 
Christ died for their political opponents too. 

However, politics is not the only place we see such rancor and bitterness. 
How many mutter angrily about their bosses, their neighbors, their 
children’s teacher, that person who just cut them off in traffic, those who 
drive too slow, the cashier in the store, or any number of other individuals 
throughout the day? How often do we forget, Christ died for that one too? 

Christians are not to be grumblers and complainers. We are to shine as 
children of light in a world of darkness. Which means, learning not to 
speak ill of those around us. (cf. Philippians 2:14-15) More though than 
just learning not to grumble, Christ wants us to learn to forgive them, even 
as He was and is willing to forgive. The One who prayed, “Father, forgive 
them,” wants us to learn the same prayer. And having learned that prayer, 
to pray it. Again, and again. Seventy times and more if need be in a day. 
(cf. Matthew 18:22) 

We should be thankful that Christ is merciful, because that means He was 
willing to die for us. For each of us individually. But if that is true of me, 
then it is true of the one next to me, and the one next to them. Even the 
ones I might be angry at. And if it is true of you, then it is true of the one 
next to you, and the one next to them. Even the ones you might be angry 
at. 

So, when we get angry; when we get mad, and we want to lash out… we 
would be well served to take a moment and remind ourselves, “Christ 
died for that one too.” 

A few words… 

Oh, what an amazing God we have. He created us “In His image” so that we 
could be like Him (and Them). His greatest desire has always been that we 
would be in a loving relationship with Him, and yet, He gave us the freedom 
of choice to decide to be that relationship. You see, He doesn’t want us to be 
like puppets that He controls, but to be free thinking beings that choose Him 
because of our lwith  God created us and even made us to be like Him, but 
giving us the freedom of choice has led us – mankind – into trouble. As Satan 
entered the world, he wanted us to have a relationship with him as well. So, 
now comes the problem. Which has a greater pull on us? Is it our Creator – 
God or is it our tempter – Satan.  

Too often, I am afraid that we choose all of the “glitz and glamor” that Satan 
puts before us instead of realizing that the greatest gifts – life both here and 
in eternity – come from God. Because we chase these “shiny” things, we 
cause God great sadness in our sins against Him.  

However, we must understand that God’s love for us never quits. He is patient 
with us desiring that all would come to repentance (2 Peter 3:9). Because we 
have such a loving God, He continues to wait for us, urging us in our spirits to 
seek Him. Like the father of the prodigal son, God stands, waiting with open 
arms for us to return to Him so that He can celebrate in our renewed 

relationship.      ~ Terry 

1 John 1:9 
If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to 
cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 

 

Our Weekly Fellowship Lunch & Afternoon 
Devotional is back to normal! 

We hope you’ll stay and eat, fellowship and worship with us 
immediately following morning services.  

James 4:14 

Yet you do not know what your life will be like tomorrow. 
You are just a vapor that appears for a little while and 

then vanishes away 

 For your calendar……   
Weekly Fellowship Luncheon  Sunday – 12:00 Noon 

1st Wednesday Singing  Aug. 1 – 7:00 PM 

Lost Canyon Fall Outing  Sept. 19 – after services 

Poncha Church of Christ – Singing 
and Potluck 

 Oct. 3 – travel down immediately 
following our morning service 

   

 
 


