
  

When you visit us… 

You can expect to find your friendly neighbor, assembled to  
worship God the Father, and proclaim the love and grace He has 
given to us; and remember Jesus, the Christ, our example—our 
Savior.  We will strive always to provoke love and good deeds of 
one another. 

As in the 1st Century New Testament Church, our worship to 
God is simple - without mankind’s rituals.  You will find a 
wholesome respect for the Word of God as inspired by the Holy 
Spirit. We study only the Holy Scriptures—no human creeds will 
be used by us.  

In addition to the worship of our Creator, we strive to fulfill 
our Savior’s stated plan for us by sharing His Gospel message 
with this community and throughout the world.   

Sermons every Sunday will be based wholly upon the Word 
of God.  They will be Christ - centered and Biblically based so we 
can develop a deepening relationship with God through our 
understanding and personal involvement with Him and His truth 
in our everyday life. 
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Pulpit Minister—Stanten Sikes 
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www.mountainviewchurchofchrist.org 
 

 Sunday                          Wednesday 
10:00 am ….Bible Class  7:00 pm…..Devotional                  
11:00 am…..Assembly                       or Bible Class              
Noon…………Fellowship Meal                                                                                                                
1:30 pm…….Devotional                                                                                                                
 

August 1, 2021 

Greeters: Terry Reader Len Gates 

Announcements:  Terry Reader 

Song Leader: Dan Greene 

 

 

 

Opening Prayer:  Paul Cunningham 

Closing Prayer:  Ken Davis 

Lord’s Table:  Kelly Beek Larry Fulton 

 Len Gates Dan Greene 

Coordinator:  Stacey Moss 

 

Mission Work Areas 
Quito, Ecuador  

 
 
 
 

Mazatlán, Mexico 
Reitoca & San Carlos, Honduras 

 

Elders 
Stanten Sikes (719) 395-8689 
Ian Stewart (720) 878-2919 
Terry Reader (719) 427-7141 

    Deacons 
Wayne Bartlow (719) 395-2520 
Stacey Moss (719) 395-9294 
Ken Davis (719) 748-8654 
Kelly Beek (719) 342-5856 
Larry Fulton (719) 398-9987 
Len Gates (719) 207-0039 
  
  

 

If you have bulletin information or updates, please send them to Terry 

or Linda Reader 

 Terry’s contact       (719) 427-7141 tdr1960@yahoo.com  

 Linda’s contact        (928) 965-5708 lntreader@q.com 
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________________________________________________

________________________________________________

________________________________________________

________________________________________________

________________________________________________

________________________________________________ 

July Birthdays July Anniversaries 

14 Gene Petersen   

26 Shea Moss   

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

            

 

New Prayer Requests 
Ed & Sandra Kretch – Struggling with elevation this year. Both are having 
problems with oxygen and Ed had a heart scare in Denver this week.  
Becky Geske (Judy Fulton’s sister-in-law) – hospitalized for COVID in Salida 
Christy Reader – has finally received the determination of the custody 
evaluator. She will re-gain custody of both children. Still need final decree from 
the court. 

Eunice Nettles (Dave’s mother) – has been moved into hospice care. Please 
remember her in your prayers.  

 

 

 

 
 

Long Term Prayer List 
Ron Hansen Richard Pedrie 
David Murphy (Colleen’s brother) Eunice Nettles (Dave’s Mother) 
Ian Stewart Lauren Stewart 
Gary Stewart Beth Pedrie 
Wayne & Marilyn Bartlow Norma Bartlow 
Greg Pyle Jamie Buettner (Sybil’s daughter) 
Marilyn Strickland Dwayne Reader (leukemia) 

 Gwynn Bulmer – cancer concerns Joan Lawrence  
 Christy Reader & kids – Penelope & 

Preston – still some custody issues  
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Almost Persuaded 
Terry Reader 

Recently, we were studying from John 12 and in that chapter of John, 
we find the following- “Nevertheless many even of the rulers believed 
in Him, but because of the Pharisees they were not confessing Him, for 
fear that they would be put out of the synagogue; for they loved the 
approval of men rather than the approval of God” (John 12:42-43). This 
is really a sad thought. We see those that should be leading the people 
believing in Jesus, but refusing to admit it because of their desire to 
be important.  

It is a sad fact that many people in the world are so concerned about 
the things of the world that they fail to understand the importance of 
life – eternal life – with God. If we – mankind – would recognize that 
God and His Son – Jesus – are real, then maybe we would be more 
zealous about seeking to follow His will and please Him. But, as we 
look at scripture and even history, we find that this problem is not new 
to “modern” man.  

We see a number of examples in scripture. In Egypt, pharaoh, began 
to soften several times during the plagues, but always, his heart was 
hardened and he turned back to his own desire. In the time of Daniel, 
Nebuchadnezzar not only recognized that Daniel’s God was a “God of 
Gods and a Lord of kings” (Daniel 2:47), but he made a decree that no 
one should speak against the God of Shadrach, Meshach and 
Abednego because He delivered these men like no other god could do 
(Daniel 3:29). And, in fact, as Paul stood before King Agrippa, the king 
stated “In a short time, you will persuade me to become a Christian” 
(Acts 26:28).  

These men, like the leaders in John 12, had the power and authority 
to influence many people. If they had only professed their belief and 
a commitment to the one, true God, they could have directed many 
people to God. Yet, they hid their beliefs or refused to let go of their 
other gods.  

In John, we are told that these rulers believed, but because of their 
fear of the Pharisees, they would not confess their belief. They didn’t 
want to lose their place in the world. Yet, they should have done was 
accepted Jesus and proclaimed their belief and led the people to feel 
free to believe as well.  

Jesus, in His prayer to the Father before He is betrayed, says that we 
are not of the world, but we are in the world and we are sanctified in 
Him (John 17:16-18). Even though we are bound to spend a lifetime in 
this world, all who follow Jesus will be delivered from this world. He 
warns us that we are not to be conformed to this world, but we should 
be transformed by God (Romans 12:2). God wants us to recognize and 
remember that we are His, and even though we live in this world, we 
are being set aside to be with Him in heaven in the end.  

We sing a hymn – Almost Persuaded – that speaks about this attitude 
that existed in these leaders of the bible. It is a sad thought to consider 
that person who believes yet avoids accepting Jesus as their savior 
because they are waiting for a “better time”. Whatever the reason, 
whether it is love of the world, an inconvenient time, fear of 
persecution by our friends or anything else, we must accept Jesus 
when we come to belief.  

Jesus has paid for our sin so that we might live with Him and the Father 
for eternity. However, we must accept that Jesus is our Savior to share 
in His promise. If you are “almost persuaded” and you still refuse to 
come to Jesus, you will fall short of His glory and the promise. Look at 
these words from the fourth verse of Almost Persuaded: 

“Almost persuaded,” harvest is past! 
“Almost persuaded,” doom comes at last; 

  “Almost” cannot avail; 
  “Almost” is but to fail! 

  Sad, sad that bitter wail— 
    “Almost—but lost! 

Almost is still lost. What a sad place to be when that time comes. God 
has assured us that every knee shall bow and every tongue shall 
confess the name of Jesus as the Christ (Philippians 2:10-11). This 
means that when the end comes, every person – dead or alive, 
believer or unbeliever – will recognize Jesus when that final judgment 
comes.  

Let’s all make sure we are not a part of the group that is almost 
persuaded. Recognize Jesus today and take Him as your savior and 
help those others to see Him too.   

 

 

Under Construction 

They just repaved this road, I thought to myself as the traffic slowed. Now 
they’re tearing it up again! Then I wondered, Why is road construction 
never done? I mean, I’ve never seen a sign proclaiming, “The paving 
company is finished. Please enjoy this perfect road.” 

But something similar is true in my spiritual life. Early in my faith, I 
imagined reaching a moment of maturity when I’d have it all figured out, 
when I’d be “smoothly paved.” Thirty years later, I confess I’m still “under 
construction.” Just like the perpetually potholed roads I drive, I never 
seem to be “finished” either. Sometimes that can feel equally frustrating. 

But Hebrews 10 contains an amazing promise. Verse 14 says, “For by one 
sacrifice he has made perfect forever those who are being made holy.” 
Jesus’ work on the cross has already saved us. Completely. Perfectly. In 
God’s eyes, we are whole and finished. But paradoxically, that process 
isn’t done yet while we’re still on earth. We’re still being shaped into His 
likeness, still “being made holy.” 

One day, we’ll see Him face-to-face, and we shall be like him (1 John 3:2). 
But until then, we’re still “under construction,” people who anxiously 
await the glorious day when the work in us is truly complete. 

 

 

 

  

Our Weekly Fellowship Lunch & Afternoon 
Devotional is back to normal! 

We hope you’ll stay and eat, fellowship and worship with us 
immediately following morning services.  

Philippians 2:10-11 

10So that at the name of Jesus EVERY KNEE WILL BOW, of 
those who are in heaven and on earth and under the earth, 

11and that every tongue will confess that Jesus Christ is 
Lord, to the glory of God the Father. 

 For your calendar……   
Weekly Fellowship Luncheon  Sunday – 12:00 Noon 

1st Wednesday Singing  Aug. 4 – 7:00 PM 

Poncha Church of Christ – Singing 
and Potluck 

 Oct. 3 – travel down immediately 
following our morning service 

   

 
 


