
  When you visit us… 

You can expect to find your friendly neighbor, assembled to  
worship God the Father, and proclaim the love and grace He has 
given to us; and remember Jesus, the Christ, our example—our 
Savior.  We will strive always to provoke love and good deeds of 
one another. 

As in the 1st Century New Testament Church, our worship to 
God is simple - without mankind’s rituals.  You will find a 
wholesome respect for the Word of God as inspired by the Holy 
Spirit. We study only the Holy Scriptures—no human creeds will 
be used by us.  

In addition to the worship of our Creator, we strive to fulfill 
our Savior’s stated plan for us by sharing His Gospel message 
with this community and throughout the world.   

Sermons every Sunday will be based wholly upon the Word 
of God.  They will be Christ - centered and Biblically based so we 
can develop a deepening relationship with God through our 
understanding and personal involvement with Him and His truth 
in our everyday life. 
 

December 20, 2020 

 

Pulpit Minister—Stanten Sikes 
P.O.  Box 1479   *  16310 County Road 306   *   Buena Vista, CO 

81211 
(719) 395-8753   *   email: mvccbv@hotmail.com     

www.mountainviewchurchofchrist.org 
 

 Sunday                          Wednesday 
10:00 am ….Bible Class  7:00 pm…..Devotional                  
11:00 am…..Assembly                       or Bible Class              
Noon…………Fellowship Meal                                                                                                                
1:30 pm…….Devotional                                                                                                                
 

January 3, 2021 

Greeters: Terry Reader Ken Davis 

 
Announcements:  Terry Reader 

Song Leader: Dan Greene 

Opening Prayer:  Ken Davis 

Closing Prayer:  Larry Fulton 

Lord’s Table:  Joe Autry Stacey Moss 

 Frank Smith Ken Davis 

Coordinator:  Dan Greene 

 

Mission Work Areas 
Quito, Ecuador    -----    Mazatlán, Mexico 

 Reitoca & San Carlos, Honduras 

 
Elders 

Stanten Sikes (719) 395-8689 
Ian Stewart (720) 878-2919 
Terry Reader (719) 427-7141 

    Deacons 
Wayne Bartlow (719) 395-2520 
Stacey Moss (719) 395-9294 
Ken Davis (719) 748-8654 
Kelly Beek (719) 342-5856 
Larry Fulton (719) 398-9987 
  
  
  

 

If you have bulletin information or updates, please send them to Terry 

or Linda Reader 

 Terry’s contact       (719) 427-7141 tdr1960@yahoo.com  

 Linda’s contact        (928) 965-5708 lntreader@q.com 

 

________________________________________________

________________________________________________

________________________________________________

________________________________________________

________________________________________________

________________________________________________

________________________________________________ 

December Birthdays 

Anniversaries 
2 Al Olguin 23 Sandy Cavasos 

5 Gabriel Davis 23 Jessica Cavasos 

5 Judy Taylor 23 Teclia Cunningham 

13 Larry Fulton 25 Linda Beek 

14  Sybil Atha 27 Steve Carricato 

No December Anniversaries  
                                

 

 

            

 

New Prayer Requests 
Richard Atha (Sybil’s brother-in-law) – Has passed away. Please keep the family 
in your prayers.  
JJ Autry (youngest son of Joe & Robin) – pelvis surgery went well. Has gone 
home and will start rehab.  Please keep them in your prayers.  
Ian & Linda Stewart family – still struggling with issues with Gary. 
Grinda Salido (Al Olguin’s sister) – double mastectomy in January due to a 
reoccurrence of breast cancer. 

Covid-19 List 

 

Gary & Rosie Campbell – tested positive 
Colleen & Stanten Sikes – symptom free.   
Charlyne and Dave Cordaro (Debbie Olguin’s sister & brother-in-law) – in the 
hospital with Covid and other health issues 
Jamie Buettner (Sybil’s daughter) – at home and still recovering. 
Alyssa Condiles (Ed & Sandra Kretch’s granddaughter in college) – Covid free. 
Kelly & Linda Beek – recovering at home. 
Jim McKillip – positive test. At home so far.  
Linda & Ian Stewart – at home with moderate symptoms.  
Margie Miller – tested positive 

Doug & Marybeth Ward – tested positive 
Elizabeth Griffith – positive test and only symptom, so far, is nausea. Dan was 
pulled from his flight pending testing.  
 

Long Term Prayer List 
Ron Hansen Richard Pedrie 

Obi Obias (Colleen’s bother-in-law)  
Lauren Stewart Eunice Nettles (Dave’s Mother) 

Ian Stewart  Beth Pedrie 

Wayne & Marilyn Bartlow Norma Bartlow 

Greg Pyle Jan Paddock 

Marilyn Strickland Dwayne Reader (leukemia)  

David Murphy (Colleen’s brother) Joan Lawrence  

 Gary Stewart 

Diana Simpson (Glenda Cox’s sister) 
- cancer 

Christy Reader & kids – Penelope & 
Preston – still some custody issues 

 

mailto:tdr1960@yahoo.com
mailto:lntreader@q.com


Meaningless Repetition 
Doug Dingley 

We’ve all seen it. Sometimes when a person is nearing their physical death, 
there are several fairly predictable things that will happen. Their speech 
often gets quieter and somewhat more difficult to understand; there is no 
life, excitement, or enthusiasm left in their voices; and they might even 
sometimes mumble the same phrases and/or semi-sentences over, and 
over, and over again – often without much conscious thought as to those 
phrases’ meaning or the impact they might have on those whom they love 
who might hear them – simply because these oft-used phrases are so familiar 
to them, and their repetitive but thoughtless familiarity brings some false 
sense or semblance of security. But sadly, similar can be said to be true in 
the spiritual world at times as well. 

We are all probably pretty familiar 
with the fact that in the “sermon on 
the mount” Jesus said, “And when 
you pray, do not use vain repetitions 
as the heathen do. For they think that 
they will be heard for their many 
words” (Matthew 6:7). The Greek 
word translated for the “vain 
repetitions” which the Son of God said we are not to use in prayer if we want 
our prayers to possess the power to truly reach our heavenly Father’s ears, 
only occurs once in the entire New Testament, and means “to repeat the 
same things over and over,” or “to use many idle words.” Our Lord and 
Savior’s instruction is translated in other versions as, “do not heap up empty 
phrases” (ESV); “do not use meaningless repetition” (NASV); and “use not 
vain repetitions” (KJV). 

Jesus then went on to give a very precise, word-efficient but effective 
example of what humble, sincere, and heart-felt prayer should be like. 
Incredibly, and in complete contradiction to the very instruction of Jesus in 
uttering it, some religious groups today will still thoughtlessly, ignorantly, 
and automatically repeat the same, surface, automatic and meaningless 
words and phrases in prayer, over and over… and over again. For most of us, 
probably the “Hail Mary’s” of corrupt Catholicism come to mind as the 
inevitable crescendo of this complete contradiction of divinely-inspired and 
delivered instruction. 

But let us consider our Lord and Savior’s teaching from a slightly different 
angle and application when it comes to praying with “meaningless 
repetition,” or, with repeating the same things over and over and over. Who 
says it all has to be at the same time? When one seeks to lead the Lord’s 
saints into the very awesome presence and throne room of the grace of 
almighty God (Revelation 5), and utters pretty much the same, exact, word 
for word, mechanical and memorized, automated and uninspiring words and 
prayer phrases that they have every time they’ve led prayer for the past 
weeks, months, years and/or decades in order to just simply “do their duty” 
by leading a prayer someone assigned them to, doesn’t that, too, fall under 

the “don’t use meaningless repetition” instruction of our Lord and Savior? 
Shouldn’t we, instead, be leading grateful, thoughtful, meaningful and 
insightful, significant and heart-felt, specific and humble, reverent and 
exuberant, ‘new every morning like the Lord’s tender mercies’ (Lam. 3:22-
24) prayer? 

I mean, how does it make us feel when we receive some automated, 
mechanical, repetitiously and mass-produced message from someone? Like 
the company or contingent contacting us loves us deeply and has some great 
personal love, respect, gratitude or loyalty for our benevolent efforts on 
their behalf? Hardly! What about when the bored to tears cashier at the local 
grocery store counter voices the obligatory “Did you find everything okay?” 
or, “How are you tonight?” when you know down deep inside that they’re 
only mouthing those words and saying those sentences because they have 
to, and that they really couldn’t care less whether you did or did not “find 
everything,” and/or what you may or may not be struggling with. They’re just 
“putting in their time.” 

And after all God has done for us, He certainly deserves far better that that 
in all of our communication with Him! We are to pray constantly and 
continually (1 Thess. 5:17; Lk. 6:12; Acts 2:42), in order that we might not 
lose heart (Lk. 18:1). We are to pray for our enemies and so that we do not 
fall into temptation (Lk. 6:28; 22:40-46). We are to pray with the proper spirit 
and understanding (1 Cor. 14:15). We are to pray for others personally and 
specifically, bringing them up before the throne of God for individual 
strengthening (Ro. 15:30; Phm. 1:22). Prayer is serious! And it should be 
taken thus! 

Let us always be a grateful people who challenge ourselves to give God our 
absolute best in all things, just as He gave Heaven’s best to secure our eternal 
salvation. Brothers, let us never settle for taking the lead in leading God’s 
people in prayer into His very and most awesome and awe-inspiring 
presence, with anything less than our absolutely most heartfelt, humble, 
sincere, and well-thought out and prepared prayers and petitions. While it’s 
true that long, lengthy, hypocritical and pride-filled prayers just to impress 
people are not honored by God whatsoever (Matt. 23:14), neither are those 
prayers which feature the same, automated, mechanical and mumbled 
“meaningless repetition.” Let us remember that those often indicate dying 
bodies – whether physical or spiritual! 

COVID 19 – Accommodations 

*** Bible Study Classes *** 
At this time ALL classes (including children) will be held in the auditorium 
in order to facilitate the social distancing expectations of our 
government officials.  

As we continue to work through these times, please be sure you are 
following the government guidelines. You must wear a mask while 
entering and moving around the building. We will also be asking people 
to ensure distancing from others, which means we will need to spread 
out around the auditorium (by families). We will continue to handle our 
communion and offering as we have since we resumed worship – no 
passing trays and cups placed in plastic bags after use to be gathered and 
disposed of afterwards. 

Our first desire and priority is to ensure that we are doing all we can to 
keep everyone safe and healthy. 

Again, we are so happy that we are able to join together again in our 
assembly of worship as God desires – Hebrews 10:25. 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

*** Colorado Executive Order *** 
Effective Friday, July 17 & extended into mid-October 

The governor issued a new executive order requiring that masks be worn 
in all indoor public places. As an executive order, this is required by law.  

As of Sunday, July 19 – we will be required to wear our masks while 
entering or moving around inside of the building. Once seated and 
socially distanced, the mask can be removed if you desire. 

This applies to anyone 11 years of age or older. 

There are exceptions for people that have a medical condition that will 
not allow them to tolerate a mask.  

Those officiating the services will not be required to wear a mask while 
leading their portion of the service.  

https://covid19.colorado.gov/worship-guidance 
https://covid19.colorado.gov/mask-guidance 

Church Services – Cancelled for Now due to 
Covid Cases 

  Sundays – 10:00AM Bible Study 
  - 11:00 AM Worship 

Wednesdays – 7:00 PM Bible Study 

Rocky Sprott 
A memorial fund for Jim & Judy Taylor’s work at Mazatlan has been set 

up in Rocky’s name.  

Please make checks payable to Mt. View Church of Christ and put Rocky 
Sprott – Mazatlan in the memo so that we can keep track of this giving.  

Please watch for deadlines on giving to this fund.  

Here is a link/web address to Rocky’s Obituary 

https://boxwellbrothers.com/obituary/rocky-jim-sprott/ 

 

 

 

Let your prayers not be empty, but 
meaningful thought at the Lord’s feet. 

https://covid19.colorado.gov/worship-guidance
https://covid19.colorado.gov/mask-guidance
https://boxwellbrothers.com/obituary/rocky-jim-sprott/
http://churchofchristarticles.com/blog/wp-content/uploads/2016/11/hairyprayer.jpg

