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When you visit us… 

You can expect to find your friendly neighbor, assembled to  
worship God the Father, and proclaim the love and grace He has 
given to us; and remember Jesus, the Christ, our example—our 
Savior.  We will strive always to provoke love and good deeds of 
one another. 

As in the 1st Century New Testament Church, our worship to 
God is simple - without mankind’s rituals.  You will find a 
wholesome respect for the Word of God as inspired by the Holy 
Spirit. We study only the Holy Scriptures—no human creeds will 
be used by us.  

In addition to the worship of our Creator, we strive to fulfill 
our Savior’s stated plan for us by sharing His Gospel message 
with this community and throughout the world.   

Sermons every Sunday will be based wholly upon the Word 
of God.  They will be Christ - centered and Biblically based so we 
can develop a deepening relationship with God through our 
understanding and personal involvement with Him and His truth 
in our everyday life. 
 

July 26, 2020 

 

Pulpit Minister—Stanten Sikes 
P.O.  Box 1479   *  16310 County Road 306   *   Buena Vista, CO 

81211 
(719) 395-8753   *   email: mvccbv@hotmail.com     

www.mountainviewchurchofchrist.org 
 

 Sunday                          Wednesday 
10:00 am ….Bible Class  7:00 pm…..Devotional                  
11:00 am…..Assembly                       or Bible Class              
Noon…………Fellowship Meal                                                                                                                
1:30 pm…….Devotional                                                                                                                
 

August 2, 2020 

Greeters: Terry Reader Ken Davis 

 
Announcements:  Terry Reader 

Song Leader: Dan Greene 

Opening Prayer:  Frank Smith 

 
Closing Prayer:  Ken Davis 

Lord’s Table:  Kelly Beek  Len Gates 

 Larry Fulton Dan Greene 

Coordinator:  Pete Miller 

 
Mission Work Areas 

Quito, Ecuador 

Mazatlán, Mexico 

 
Reitoca & San Carlos, Honduras 

 

Elders 
Stanten Sikes (719) 395-8689 
Ian Stewart (720) 878-2919 
Terry Reader (719) 486-3147 

    Deacons 
Wayne Bartlow (719) 395-2520 
Pete Miller (719) 221-0162 
Stacey Moss (719) 395-9294 
Ken Davis (719) 748-8654 
Kelly Beek (719) 342-5856 
Larry Fulton (719) 398-9987 
  
  

 

If you have bulletin information or updates, please send them to Terry 

or Linda Reader 

 Terry’s contact       (719)242-1843 tdr1960@yahoo.com  

 Linda’s contact        (928)965-5708 lntreader@q.com 
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July Birthdays July Anniversaries 

Anniversaries 
    

14 Gene Petersen   

21 Pete Miller   

26 Shea Moss   

    

    

    

    

                                

 

 

            

 
New Prayer Requests 

Ken Davis – suffered burns to his upper torso and neck area.  

Bonnie Clark (Sister of Linda Reader) – is home but still recovering awaiting PT 
services. 

Diana Simpson (Glenda Cox’s sister) – will be undergoing some pretty 
aggressive chemotherapy.  

 

 

 

Long Term Prayer List 
Ron Hansen Richard Pedrie 

Jeri & Obi Obias (Colleen’s sister) Steve Iverson (friend of Petersens) 

Lauren Stewart Linda Borgelt – cancer – doing well 

Ian Stewart  Beth Pedrie 

Marilyn Bartlow Wayne Bartlow 

Norma Bartlow Jan Paddock 

Greg Pyle Dwayne Reader (leukemia) 

Marilyn Strickland Joan Lawrence (stroke) 

Ann Nettles  Christy Reader & kids – Penelope & 
Preston – waiting for final decrees.   Eunice Nettles (Dave’s Mom) 

Gary Stewart Zoe Ann & Sarah Kozak – Kidney issues 

Diana Simpson (Glenda Cox’s sister) 
- cancer 

Billie Martin (Friend of Cavasos and 
Readers) - Cancer 
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The Former Days 
Eric Hamilton 

Some Bible Trivia to begin: How much time was 
there between the reign of Solomon and the United 
Kingdom of Israel, and the reign of the most evil 
ruler recorded in the Old Testament, King Ahab of 
the Northern Kingdom of Israel? 

Do you know off the top of your head, or if you were to take a guess, what 
would you think? Did you think a hundred years, a couple hundred years? 
Would it surprise you to find out that it was only 58 years? It surprised me, 
even though I could have easily worked out those numbers at any time in the 
past. I think I just assumed it had to have been longer. 

There were people living during the reign of Ahab who were also alive during 
the reign of Solomon. Have you ever considered that? Imagine how much 
change they had seen in a lifetime. Not only had they experienced the 
division of Israel into two separate kingdoms, but in the Northern Kingdom, 
they had already experienced the end of three dynasties, the violent deaths 
of three kings replaced by usurpers. Religiously, they had gone from worship 
at the temple in Jerusalem, to Jeroboam’s golden calves, to the 
normalization of the worship of Baal by the time of Ahab. This all happened 
within the course of one lifetime. 

I’m sure you’ve heard someone say (or perhaps you’ve said it yourself in 
recent days), “We live in strange times.” While that certainly is true, the 
more I think about that, I think it probably is true for any person living at any 
time. All times have their particular strangeness. To acknowledge we live in 
strange times is to acknowledge that we’ve merely lived long enough to 
notice. The situations of life can rapidly change in a lifetime, and what used 
to be normal and taken for granted can vanish into the past never to return. 

I think it is important to understand that this is always happening in history, 
these profound shifts and movements in history. If we only think our own 
time is different, then we can get stuck in a depressed funk. We can be left 
wondering, “Why have things changed so drastically from what they used to 
be?” We’ll convince ourselves that the world is going in an irreversible 
downward trajectory, and we’ll be tempted to ask, “Why were the former 
days better than these?” (Ecclesiastes 7:10) 

I want you to notice that quote from Ecclesiastes 7:10 —There were people 
during the time of Solomon thinking their time was worse than the past. But 
if you were living during the time of Ahab, you might look back fondly on the 
time of Solomon as the best time there was. The truth is, that this thought is 
deceiving. Every person at every time is tempted to think that the former 
times were better. That is (at least partly) why Solomon says in full: “Do not 
say “Why were the former days better than these?” For it is not from wisdom 
that you ask this.” 

Why is this not from wisdom, for it certainly seems true to all of us? Certainly, 
is it not the case that the time of Solomon was objectively better than 
Ahab’s? Is it not the case that the 1950s, or the 1980s, or the early 2000s 
were better than today? In some ways, but not in all ways. Consider what 
Ecclesiastes says a few verses later in 7:13-14: 

Consider the work of God: who can make straight what he has made 
crooked? In the day of prosperity be joyful, and in the day of adversity 
consider: God has made the one as well as the other, so that man may not 
find out anything that will be after him. 

Solomon tells us to consider a few things about the days we live under the 
sun. First, that God has created them, both the days of prosperity and the 
days of adversity. We cannot merely accept one and not the other. As Job 
said during his days of adversity, “Shall we receive good from God, and shall 
we not receive evil?” (Job 2:10). Just as Job did not know or understand the 
purpose of his adversity, we too do not know all the reasons behind why our 
days are the way they are. 

One of the reasons that God made both days of prosperity and adversity, 
Solomon goes on to say, is so that “man may not find out anything that will 
be after him.” That is a difficult saying, and it requires a great deal of 
meditation and contemplation. I think, in part, it means that God gives us 
both of these things so that we will not become so certain of ourselves that 
we will abandon God and simply trust in ourselves. If we knew for certain 
what would or would not happen, how pretentious we might become! 

Along those lines, we don’t seem to have the capacity to fully comprehend 
or appreciate the good that can come out of adversity. In the time of Ahab, 
which was certainly a spiritual time of adversity, the prophet Elijah arose and 
did great works and proclaimed the glory of God to the people. This too may 
be a time of adversity, but God can use this time for his greater glory as he 
used Elijah in the days of King Ahab. Let us not wish for a time different than 
we’ve been given by God, but let us use it for his glory. As the Hebrews 
author says: “exhort one another every day, as long as it is called “today,” 
that none of you may be hardened by the deceitfulness of sin.” (3:13) 

COVID 19 – Accommodations 

*** Bible Study Classes *** 
At this time ALL classes (including children) will be held in the auditorium 
in order to facilitate the social distancing expectations of our 
government officials.  

As we continue to work through these times, please be sure you are 
following the government guidelines. You must wear a mask while 
entering and moving around the building. We will also be asking people 
to ensure distancing from others, which means we will need to spread 
out around the auditorium (by families). We will also continue to handle 
our communion and offering as we have for the past few weeks – no 
passing trays and cups placed in plastic bags after use to be gathered and 
disposed of afterwards. 

Our first desire and priority is to ensure that we are doing all we can to 
keep everyone safe and healthy. 

Again, we are so happy that we are able to join together again in our 
assembly of worship as God desires – Hebrews 10:25. 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

*** New Colorado Executive Order *** 
Effective Friday, July 17 

The governor issued a new executive order requiring that masks be worn 
in all indoor public places. As an executive order, this is required by law.  

As of Sunday, July 19 – we will be required to wear our masks while 
entering or moving around inside of the building. Once seated and 
socially distanced, the mask can removed if you desire. 

This applies to anyone 11 years of age or older. 

There are exceptions for people that have a medical condition that will 
not allow them to tolerate a mask.  

Those officiating the services will not be required to wear a mask while 
leading their portion of the service.  

https://covid19.colorado.gov/mask-guidance 

Church Services Resume 

  Sundays – 10:00AM Bible Study 

  - 11:00 AM Worship 

Wednesdays – 7:00 PM Bible Study 

http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Ecclesiastes%207.10
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Ecclesiastes%207.10
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Job%202.10
https://covid19.colorado.gov/mask-guidance

