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When you visit us… 

You can expect to find your friendly neighbor, assembled to  
worship God the Father, and proclaim the love and grace He has 
given to us; and remember Jesus, the Christ, our example—our 
Savior.  We will strive always to provoke love and good deeds of 
one another. 

As in the 1st Century New Testament Church, our worship to 
God is simple - without mankind’s rituals.  You will find a 
wholesome respect for the Word of God as inspired by the Holy 
Spirit. We study only the Holy Scriptures—no human creeds will 
be used by us.  

In addition to the worship of our Creator, we strive to fulfill 
our Savior’s stated plan for us by sharing His Gospel message 
with this community and throughout the world.   

Sermons every Sunday will be based wholly upon the Word 
of God.  They will be Christ - centered and Biblically based so we 
can develop a deepening relationship with God through our 
understanding and personal involvement with Him and His truth 
in our everyday life. 
 

April 29, 2020 

 

Pulpit Minister—Stanten Sikes 
P.O.  Box 1479   *  16310 County Road 306   *   Buena Vista, CO 

81211 
(719) 395-8753   *   email: mvccbv@hotmail.com     

www.mountainviewchurchofchrist.org 
 

 Sunday                          Wednesday 
10:00 am ….Bible Class  7:00 pm…..Devotional                  
11:00 am…..Assembly                       or Bible Class              
Noon…………Fellowship Meal                                                                                                                
1:30 pm…….Devotional                                                                                                                
 

May 3, 2020 (When services resume) 

Greeters: Terry Reader Ken Davis 

Announcements:  Terry Reader 

Song Leader: Kelly Beek 

Opening Prayer:  Terry Reader 

Ian  
Closing Prayer:  Dan Greene 

Lord’s Table:  Larry Fulton Frank Smith 

 Len Gates Al Olguin 

Coordinator:  Pete Miller 

 
Mission Work Areas 

Quito, Ecuador 

Mazatlán, Mexico 

 
Reitoca & San Carlos, Honduras 

 

Elders 
Stanten Sikes (719) 395-8689 
Ian Stewart (720) 878-2919 
Terry Reader (719) 486-3147 

    Deacons 
Wayne Bartlow (719) 395-2520 
Pete Miller (719) 221-0162 
Stacey Moss (719) 395-9294 
Ken Davis (719) 748-8654 
Kelly Beek (719) 342-5856 
Larry Fulton (719) 398-9987 
  
  

 

If you have bulletin information or updates, please send them to Terry 

or Linda Reader 

 Terry’s contact       (719)242-1843 tdr1960@yahoo.com  

 Linda’s contact        (928)965-5708 lntreader@q.com 

 

________________________________________________

________________________________________________

________________________________________________

________________________________________________

________________________________________________

________________________________________________

________________________________________________ 

April Birthdays April Anniversaries 

Anniversaries 
24 Nita Hansen 18 Linda & Terry Reader 

    

    

    

    

    

    

                                

 

 

            

 
New Prayer Requests 

Gary Stewart (Linda & Ian’s son) – is still having difficulties. Please keep him 
along with Linda and Ian in your prayers.  

Linda Borgelt – pancreatic cancer. Had surgery and there were no signs of 
spread (metastasis). She has gone home and is doing well at this time.  

Glenn Zirkle – tumor on kidney.  Surgery went well. Spent a few days in the 
hospital and is home recuperating. 

Dave Nettles & family – Ann is struggling this year and keep Dave’s mom – 
Eunice in prayers. She is 103.  

 

 

Long Term Prayer List 
Ron Hansen Richard Pedrie 

Jeri & Obi Obias (Colleen’s sister) Steve Iverson (friend of Petersens) 

Lauren Stewart Martha Kelly 

Ian Stewart  Marilyn Bartlow 

Julie Wilson (Rosie’s Sister) Wayne Bartlow 

Norma Bartlow Jan Paddock 

Greg Pyle Dwayne Reader (leukemia) 

Beth Pedrie Joan Lawrence (stroke) 

Marilyn Strickland Christy Reader & kids – Penelope & 
Preston (custody issue) – May 14 court Ann Nettles  

Eunice Nettles (Dave’s Mom) Zoe Ann & Sarah Kozak – Kidney issues 

Diana Simpson (Glenda Cox’s sister) 
- cancer 

David Cox – Ongoing knee 
replacement  
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When Jesus Said, “Don’t Follow Me” 

Eric Hamilton 

The title to this article is probably 
provocative. It’s meant to be. Can you 
think of a moment when Jesus said, 
“Don’t follow me?” 

Your mind might go to the various 
times when Jesus calls his disciples. The 

common refrain Jesus makes to the men who would eventually be his 
apostles was to “follow me.” He told Peter and Andrew to “follow 
me” and they left their nets and followed him (Matthew 4:20). Jesus 

similarly called Philip with the same “follow me” in John 1:43. Jesus 
also went up to Matthew/Levi at his tax booth and said to him, 
“Follow me,” and he left everything behind, and got up and began to 
follow him (Luke 5:28). 

There were also other people that Jesus implored to “follow me” 
regardless of the cost. In Luke 9:57-62, Jesus responds to people who 
say they will follow Jesus, but first they need to do something. Jesus 
responds by saying “No one, after putting his hand to the plow and 
looking back, is fit for the kingdom of God.” At other times Jesus 
implores his listeners to “if anyone wishes to come after me, he must 
deny himself, and take up his cross and follow me” (Matthew 16:24). 
Jesus not only called all people to follow him but told them they 
needed to deny everything else to follow Jesus. 

Jesus even left his disciples with the final instructions “go therefore 
and make disciples of all nations… teaching them to observe all that I 
commanded you” (Matthew 28:19-20). A disciple of Jesus follows 
what Jesus commanded, teaching others to follow and observe all 
that Jesus taught. And Jesus assured his listeners that “My sheep hear 
my voice, and I know them, and they follow me” (John 10:27). 

From this and many other examples, we see that the idea of following 
Jesus is found throughout the gospels and Jesus’ teaching. Jesus 
called not only a few people, but all people to follow him. So perhaps 
it would surprise you to find that there is a place in scripture where 
Jesus told someone not to follow. 

It happens within the story of the man possessed by many demons, 
calling itself Legion. The story is found in Matthew 8:28-34, Mark 5:1-
20, and Luke 8:26-39, and it is one of those compelling stories that 
sticks with your memory. To briefly summarize, there was a man 
possessed by many demons who would attack people. Jesus 
confronts the demons, and they ask to be cast into a herd of swine, 
which then drown themselves in the Sea of Galilee. After this the man 
is healed and sane. The people of the surrounding area though, rather 
than being elated, are scared of Jesus and tell Jesus to leave. 

It’s at this point that the healed man implored (Mark 5:18) or begged 
(Luke 8:38) to accompany Jesus and his disciples. But Jesus does 
something very different than all the other examples we looked at 
earlier. Luke says, “but Jesus sent him away,” and Mark similarly says, 
“but Jesus did not let him.” Here is the one time that I am aware of 
that Jesus effectively said, “Don’t follow me.” But of course, that is 
not the end of the story. 

Jesus tells the healed man to instead, “Go home to your people and 
report to them what great things the Lord has done for you, and how 
he had mercy on you” (Mark 5:19). There are a few things I surmise 
from this. First, not everyone is called to “follow Jesus” in the same 
way. Second, the healed man could do more good for the name of 
Jesus by returning home and reporting what Jesus had done for him, 
than if the man followed Jesus as one of his apostles. Third, following 
Jesus involves more than simply following him around, but doing 
something to advance the kingdom of God. 

Here is where I think a modern application to us could be made. You 
could truthfully say you are “following Jesus” when you read your 
Bible and attend church services. These are good things you should 
always be doing. But if ALL you do is read your Bible and attend 
church services, you aren’t following Jesus to the extent he’s calling 
you. Perhaps Jesus might even say to you like he said to the man, “Go 
to your people and report what great things the Lord has done for 
you, and how he had mercy on you.” 

Following Jesus means going out from the comfortable confines of 
your home, your work, even the church building, and talking to those 
who have not yet met Jesus. As Jesus said, “GO and make disciples.” 
You cannot “GO” staying where you are.  

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

A few words… 
In the article, Jesus sent away a man that wanted to follow Him. We 
would think He would never do that. But, He sent him away with a task 
– the same task that we all have – to go and teach others about Him. We 
are told to “go into the world making disciples of all men” (Matthew 28).  

This is not always easy for us. Talking to people that really don’t want to 
hear about God is uncomfortable. I’ve known some people that were 
good at it, but it is not a strength for all of us. So, how do we fulfill this 
task that God has given us? We can go out into the world and 
demonstrate the example of Christ in the way that we live. By showing 
people Jesus in our lives every day, it will open doors to talk to them 
about Him.  

Last week, I shared Paul’s statement of being able to do all things. This 
week I would like you think of Peter’s reminder that God has given us all 
that we need. Use that knowledge and be “strong & courageous.” 

      ~ Terry 
2 Peter 1:3 
His divine power has granted to us all things that pertain to life and 
godliness, through the knowledge of him who called us to his own glory 
and excellence 

*** Cancelled *** 
All Church Activities 

Due to the concerns of the COVID-19 virus 

leading to orders from all levels of 

government, all church activities are 

cancelled through the end of April. 

Our plan at this time is to resume our 

scheduled worship on May 3rd. The elders 

will continue to monitor the situation and 

communicate regularly with our brethren. 

We will continue to post weekly sermons and 

bulletins on the website during this time. 

Please continue your fervent prayers during 

these difficult times.  

God is with us and we know that it is His will 

that will be done.   
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